
TRACTOR SUPPLY  
Animal Refugee Response participated in 
Tractor Supply’s Pet Appreciation Week 
“PAW” with adoptions at the Clearlake store 
on a welcome cool day in early September. In 
four hours, we found great homes for seven 

animals. We will be returning to do another adoption event at Tractor 
Supply, Clearlake on October 1. Hope to see you there!

PET FOOD EXPRESS 
VIRTUAL PET FAIR
Animal Refugee Response is participating 
in the 2022 Pet Food Express Pet Fair! This 
means that throughout the month of Sep-
tember, all adoptions are $25 off! In addition, 

adopters recieve a great coupon for Pet food Express purchases.

All of our adoptable animals can be viewed at on the Pet Fair web-
site: https://www.petfood.express/petfair/. Potential adopters can 
meet the animals they are interested in at our facility and finalize the 
adoption. Thanks to Pet Food Express for hosting this event and for 
working to get more pets adopted. 

SUBARU LOVES PETS 
EVENTS IN OCTOBER
We are happy to partner with our friends at 
Albany Subaru in October, for a month of 
special pet-focused events and adoption op-
portunities made possible by Albany Subaru, 
ASPCA and Subaru of America. 

Highlights include:
Oct. 9       Free Adoptions at Albany Subaru!      
Oct.14-15  Adopt a Pair - Two bonded kittens for the price of one.
Oct.16-18  Half Off Dog Adoptions - with donation of animal supplies
Oct. 22       Make A Dog’s Day - Free toys with each dog adoption
Oct. 23       Underdog Day - Celebrating special needs pets 

We are honored to participate in the national Subaru Loves 
Pets campaign, and will be working hard to find the very best 
matches for our dogs and cats. All adoptable animals can 
be viewed at: animalrefugee.org/adopt/adoptable-animals/. 
Initiate an inquiry by filling out our pre-adoption questionnaire 
at: animalrefugee.org/adopt/pre-adoption/questionnaire/. 

Meet and adopt animals at our facility, except for October 9 
when the animals will be at Albany Subaru’s Showroom 
(718 San Pablo Ave., Albany). See you there! 

The manager of Taco Bell in Clearlake 
called about a dog who had been coming 
around the parking lot with her three pups 
in tow. The staff gave them chicken bits 
but worried it was only a matter of time 
before they would get sick or hit by a car. 
We took in the homeless family, placing 
them in quarantine until we were sure 
they didn’t have parvo after being on the 
streets. The puppies were about 5 weeks 
old, still nursing, but eating solid food 
as well. We called mom Hazel. She is a 
blonde wire hair Terrier, about two years 
old, as sweet as can be, and very atten-
tive to her kids. Although she was running 
out of milk, she still let them nurse one at 
a time. Hazel ate only the leftovers after 
her pups had filled their tummies, and 
kept them very clean, even though she 
herself was filthy. 
Now out of quarantine, Hazel and her 
pups are ready for loving, stable and per-
manent homes. Hazel will make a great 
companion and her pups are very high on 
the cute meter! 
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Donor Appreciation

Thank you! Your support makes it possible.

Wish List
MOST URGENT NEEDS:
Dry Cat Food (Natural Balance)

Canned Cat Food (Pro Plan)

Canned Dog Food (Pedigree)

Raised Dog Beds
XL Metal Dog Crates

Light Weight Fleece Blankets

ONGOING NEEDS:
Dog & Cat Beds

Liquid Laundry Detergent
Bleach

Mr. Clean
Potty Pads

Paper Towels

MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED 
BY MAIL: Animal Refugee Response
  11767 Candy Lane
  Lower Lake, CA 95457
ONLINE: animalrefugee.org/donate
BY PHONE: 707/330-3747
100% of monetary donations are used directly for the care and 
vet costs of animals who are out of options through no fault of 
their own. Funds are never used for euthanasia.
Ask about setting up an automatic monthly donation.
Upon request, a gift card acknowledging your donation will 
be sent to the person of your choice. Choose in honor of, in 
memory of, in celebration of. Choose cat or dog image. 
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           ARR residents, Ace, a wire hair terrier who came to us as a behavior case  
           from Contra Costa Animal Services, and, Legs, a young Lake County cat who 
arrived dragging her rear legs but with veterinary treatment is now walking perfectly.

Also see our Wish List 
on Amazon & Chewy
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In memory of 
dear Santos

by Anne Marie 
Saunders

In loving memory
of Vic 

by 
Debra Corbella

In honor of
Billie Smith 
and Panda

by Mike

For sweet Bubby
from 

Colleen and Sandi

Fall Adoption Events

Vintage ARR T-Shirts Are Back
We have printed up a 
batch of our original, 
heather grey t-shirts with 
the pink heart. They will 
be availalble first come 
first serve while supply 
lasts for $22. Order at 
707/330-3747.

Mommy of the Year



One of the most difficult conse-
quences of the pandemic, with 
its scary unknowns has been 
the distinct slowing of volunteer 
participation (with the exception 
of our youth volunteers). But now, 
as if the sun is rising again, we 
are fortunate to have a core group 
of dedicated, sharp, reasonable, 
animal-centered people coming 
in to help us care for our animals 
and maintain their environments. 
They work on priority tasks that 
must be done daily, for the good of 

the animals. It is a lot of work, but 
very rewarding. We are grateful to 
these volunteers who really under-
stand our mission. We appreciate 
them giving their time and energy 
to our animals and organization.

When Peach showed up on his 
porch, Todd couldn’t imagine what 
must have happened to 
the young cat. His tail 
looked like it had been 
set on fire. The vet sug-
gested he might have 
been bitten by a snake. 
Nearly his whole tail 
was affected. Infection 
was creeping higher by the day, 
and soon could impact his abiltity 
to stand and walk, and even to 

control his bowels. Without veteri-
nary care his future was grim, but 

Todd could not afford 
vet care. So Animal 
Refugee Response paid 
for Peach’s necessary 
tail amputation, and he 
had made a remarkable 
recovery, under Todd’s 
watchful eye. Thank 

you Todd for caring about this cat, 
and for giving back to us by volun-
teering your time. 

 

George
Phillip and Shona 
came to meet a 
young Shephard 
mix named George,
and went home with 
that day. George is 
doing great, and 
learning so much with the guidance 
of his new family.

Maverick
Maverick was 
surrendered 
for euthanasia 
due to fleas. 
He was in bad 
shape, but with 

excellent vet care, time and love he 
rebounded and now lives with his new 
best friend Brianne.

Professor
Named for his spe-
cial wisdom, this 
young cat was ad-
opted by Lily and her 
husband. He is such 
an affectionate cat 
and naturally intui-

tive. Now he has a home of his own.

More
Adoptions

Jumbo Jack
Leila chose a hand-
some boy named 
Jumbo Jack, who 
as his name sug-
gests, is the largest 
of the litter. Now, just 

Jack, he is having the time of his life 
in his new home.

Jessie
The last of a large 
litter, Jessie made
friends with every 
puppy who came to 
us. And when he 
met Graciana, he
made friends with her too! She adopt-
ed him and now he has a great new 
home with lots of room to roam. 

Recent
Adoptions

Divina
Anthony and 
Camila adopted a 
little Pomerarian 
Chihuahua mix 
named Divina. 
Divina loves her 
new family is 

growing into a confident little girl.

Lester
The Ellis’ had been 
missing having a big 
dog, so they came 
to meet Lester, a 
handsome Shep-
herd mix who has a 
lot of love to give to 
his new family.

Stuart
Little Stuart, a 
uniquely handsome 
pup was lovingly 
adopted by the Pot-
ters. Stuart goes 
everywhere with his  
new mom and dad 

and feels like the most special dog in 
the world.

Daisy & 
Rowdy
Richard adopted 
a sweet little girl 
named Daisy, 
then came back a 
few days later to 
adopt her brother, 
Rowdy. The siblings have lots of fun 
everyday with their new family.

Nicky
Stephanie chose 
a handsome 
12 year old cat 
named Nicky 
and Nicky was 
not shy about 

letting Stephanie know that he liked 
her a lot! The two went home together 
and Nicky purred the whole way!

Rusty was eight weeks old when a 
local woman sought to adopt him. 
She identified as an author who 
was home all the time. She had a 
large fenced yard and wanted a 
companion to share her life with. It 
all sounded great. Rusty seemed 
very comfortable with her. Every-
thing was in order, so I agreed to 
the adoption. In the weeks after, 
reports back were that Rusty was 
doing great, was the smartest dog 
ever, and a wonderful companion.
But when his next 
vaccination was 
due, the adopt-
er could not be 
reached. Then 
I started receiv-
ing a series of 
emails reporting 
that Rusty was a 
vicious dog, that 
he had bitten her 
several times, to 
the point that she had to muzzle 
him. She sent videos of Rusty bit-
ing at his leash when she pulled it 
up and into his mouth as evidence 
that he was vicious. She wanted to 
return him.
Very concerned, I told her to bring 
him back. As she led him into our 
yard, I heard him breathing loud-
ly through the muzzle. Multiple 
muzzle lines marked the bridge 
of his nose. He staggered side-
ways as he walked, falling twice 
on his face. He struggled to get 
up. I told her to take the muzzle 
off immediately as it was restrict-
ing his breathing. Rusty was not 
okay. I looked into his eyes and he 
could not focus on me. He moved 
low to the ground as if he was 
dizzy. Something was very, very 

wrong.“Wow, he’s never done that 
before” she claimed. I didn’t buy it. 
I looked at her sternly and asked 
what drugs or medication she had 
given him. She denied giving him 
any. She then signed the surrender 
form (under a different name) and 
left with a simple shrug. Evil.
I got an emergency appointment 
at the vet. Within five minutes 
the vet concluded that Rusty had 
been drugged and was suffering 
the neuorological effects of drug 

intoxication. Tests 
could not identi-
fy what drug he 
had been given, 
but charcoal was 
administered to 
absorb any still in 
his stomach. After 
several days with 
no improvement, 
the vet became 
concerned that 

Rusty might never recover. Mean-
while tests for Distemper, a virus 
that can have neurological effects 
came back negative. 
Rusty continued to struggle. Finally 
after several weeks, a few subtle 
signs of improvement emerged. 
He could slowly negotiate stairs. 
He started talking to his toys. But 
walking continues to be difficult, 
and he has trouble comprehending 
in general. But he is safe with us. 
And is he vicious? No. Not even 
teething. The adopter who prom-
ised Rusty a loving, stable and 
permanent home betrayed him, 
drugging him to the point of brain 
damage, then made up the ‘vi-
cious’ story to cover up her abuse. 
Prosecutable? We shall see. She 
deserves to rot in hell. 

Betrayal

Community Pets in Dire Need
PEACH

Approving adoptions is one of my greatest responsibilities, and I 
take it very seriously. But I failed Rusty. After 10,000 adoptions, 
this was the second time I missed something, and because I did, 
a dog suffered. For him, and for Scotty, the other dog I failed, I 
promise to do better identifying those people who would adopt an 
animal and do it harm. 

Helping very sick or injured pets of very low-income pet owners 
is not something we can always do. It is expensive and money 
does not grow on trees. But we do what we can. If you would like 
to support our work helping these loved pets who will surely die 
without veterinary care, please donate at animalrefugee.org/

Alicia loved her dog, Domino and 
when he developed a growth on 
his foot, she took him 
to the vet. Suspecting 
cancer, the vet advised 
a surgery to remove the 
growth. But money was 
a issue, so Alicia took 
her sweet dog home. 
A year later, Domino’s 
growth had ballooned to the size 
of a golf ball. It was affecting his 
ability to walk, and Alicia knew she 

had to get him help. She reached 
out to Animal Refugee Response. 

By this time, the whole 
leg was involved in 
the cancer so the vet 
removed it at the hip. 
Amazingly, upon waking 
up after sugery, Dom-
ino was up on three 
legs, ready to go home! 

Thank you Alicia for fighting for 
Domino, and for giving back by 
volunteering your time.

DOMINO

Like Sunrise

Volunteers: Sheryl, Shawn and Janet


