
Animal Refugee Response participated in four 
sponsored adoption events this fall. One of our 
goals for these events was to include elderly, 
disabled, and others considered special needs 
animals among those for adoption. It requires a 
very special person to take on a special needs 
animal. It is a serious commitment, but it is 
immensely rewarding. It just takes a different 
perspective: Instead of thinking how the animal 
can make your life better, think of how you can 
make the animal’s life better...forever.

The final event of the fall for us was held at 
Albany Subaru as a part of the annual “Sub-
aru Loves Pets” national campaign. Subaru 
promotes adoption of shelter animals each 
October, especially those with special needs 
that they lovingly call “Underdogs”. This theme 
is an ideal fit for Animal Refugee Response 
as a lot of our work is with special needs dogs 
and cats. Our ongoing partnership with Albany 
Subaru over the years has been very positive. 
Each year, we have found great homes for so 
many animals, and we have been able to bring 
attention our special needs animals in a very 
supportive environment. 

We are grateful to have this 
opportunity to introduce our 
Underdogs and cats, who 
we know so well as animals 
who live with adversity, but 
who amazingly manage to 
feel joy anyway. Subaru, 
and Animal Refugee Re-
sponse encourage you to 
open your heart to them. 
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Donor Appreciation

Thank you! Your support makes it possible.

Wish List
MOST URGENT NEEDS:

Dry Dog Food (Pro Plan)

Canned Cat Food (Pro Plan)

Canned Dog Food (Pedigree)

Raised Dog Beds
XL Metal Dog Crates

Light Weight Fleece Blankets

ONGOING NEEDS:
Dog & Cat Beds

Liquid Laundry Detergent
Bleach

Mr. Clean
Potty Pads

Paper Towels

MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED 
BY MAIL: Animal Refugee Response
  11767 Candy Lane
  Lower Lake, CA 95457
ONLINE: animalrefugee.org/donate
BY PHONE: 707/330-3747
100% of monetary donations are used directly for the care and 
vet costs of animals who are out of options through no fault of 
their own. Funds are never used for euthanasia.
Ask about setting up an automatic monthly donation.
Upon request, a gift card acknowledging your donation will 
be sent to the person of your choice. Choose in honor of, in 
memory of, in celebration of. Choose cat or dog image. 
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           ARR residents, Ace, a wire hair terrier who came to us as a behavior case  
           from Contra Costa Animal Services, and, Legs, a young Lake County cat who 
arrived dragging her rear legs but with veterinary treatment is now walking perfectly.

Also see our Wish List 
on Amazon & Chewy
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Highlighting Underdogs 
and Undercats

Underdogs
of Animal Refugee Response

TEDWARD
Tedward is a 9 year old Spaniel born with a form of Cerebral Palsey. His 
brain is perfect, but he motor skills are very limited. He cannot walk but 
has figured out how to move on his side, as well as eat, drink, get under 
the covers, protect his food, and get to the potty pad on his own.

CHINO
Chino is an 11 year old Chihuahua born with a hip deformity. He 
taught himself to walk by rounding his hips so his rear legs can support 
him. He walks and runs very effectively and is able to keep up with his 
friends! He does have a little trouble with stairs.

KRISS
Kriss is a 10 year old Corgi who lost one of his rear legs after being used 
as a bait dog and left to die. He is now able to walk and run as if he had 
all his limbs! He prefers the company of small dogs only as he still has 
fear of larger dogs atttacking him.

ACE
Ace is an eight year old wire hair Terrier who suffers from PTSD. He 
has a generally sweet personality but when scared or confused will bite, 
snarl and attack without warning. Ace has done well in a quiet environ-
ment. He is a dog that will have to be carefully managed for the rest of 
his life.

ROOEY
Rooey is a 10 year old Chihuahua born without the use of his front 
limbs. He has learned to walk by bouncing forward on his rear limbs. 
He does best on surfaces with traction, like carpetting. He has very 
unique vocalizations for every ocassion.

SADIE
Sadie is a 14 year old Corgi mix. She has an inheritted degenerative 
bone disease that makes her bones break very easily. She is still able to 
walk slowly for short distances. She loves to nap in the sunshine and go 
for rides in her stroller.

ANGEL
Angel is a 9 month old Golden Retriever. Born with what appeared to 
be a second tail on her forehead, it was actually a second umbilical cord. 
Surgically removed, the vet has not ruled out brain involvement. She 
also has a significant cleft pallette. Angel may not be the smartest dog 
but she is the sweetest.

PHOENIX
Phoenix is a 4 year old miniature Rat Terrier mix. He was surrendered 
to us at 6 weeks old with third degree burns on 50% of his body from a 
kitchen accident. The vet was not sure he would live. His ear snapped off 
like a potato chip. His back is still heavily scarred and doesn’t grow hair.

PIERRE
Pierre is a 7 year old Chihuahua mix who was abandoned in a small 
transport carrier. He was in poor shape. One of his eyes had to be re-
moved. The other has minimal vision. He also has no rear feet, which 
the vet thinks is a birth defect. He is able to walk on soft surfaces.

APOLLO
Apollo is a 14 year old Spaniel. Abandoned on the streets, he was com-
pletely blind when he was was rescued. We got him eye sugery that re-
stored limited vision. He is a quiet boy with a very sweet disposition and 
a very good appetite.

RUSTY
Rusty is a 6 month old Terrier mix who was surrendered drugged to the 
point of brain damage. The vet is not sure if he will ever completely re-
cover. He has improved and can now walk and run (although awkward-
ly) and respond to his name. He is a very affectionate boy. 

SWEET PEA
Sweet Pea is a 17 year old long-haired Chihuahua. Although she can no 
longer stand due to arthritis, she gets around on her knees. Her vision 
is sharp and she can catch a fly in mid air! She loves her meals, and gets 
herself to the potty pad every single time.

Undercats
of Animal Refugee Response

BOCELLI
Bocelli was 4 years old cat when he was hit by a car.When he recovered 
from the trauma, he was blind. The vet hoped that when his swelling 
went down, his sight would return. But it did not. Bocelli has learned to 
navigate new surroundings without his eyes. He has done very well.

LEGS
Legs was surrendered at 3 months old, dragging her rear legs behind 
her. She had been shaken by a dog. We feared she had a broken back but 
xrays showed no break. The vet diagnosed soft tissue inflammation and 
with several months of laser treatment, Legs began to walk and run!

GRANDPA
Grandpa is 19 years old! He is the oldest cat in our care. He is active and 
agile and many guess he is half his age. He is the alpha of our cat colony 
and he rules the group with a gentle paw. Our shelter has been his home 
for over ten years.

IVAN
Ivan, an 8 week old blue eyed flame point kitten came in with a large lit-
ter of orphan kittens. The rest of the litter became curious and friendly. 
But Ivan stayed in the corner, avoiding being handled by his caretakers. 
At 4 months old the vet discovered he was deaf.

CIRCLES
Circles was rescued from a gas station where he was seen walking in 
circles with his head almost upside down. The vet ruled out Rabies and 
focused on a neurologic condition. Over several weeks of treatment he 
steadily improved leaving the vet to say it was probably caused by injury.

PINKIE
Pinkie was surrendered with his very affectionate brother who was soon 
adopted. Pinkie was focused on finding food and a safe place to sleep. 
These functions were all he could handle. His limitations, although sub-
tle keet him from seeking out companionship. He is safe with us. 

PICKLE
Pickle was surrendered as a small feral kitten, along with her two broth-
ers. As a young adult she developed a condition affecting her balance. 
Although she eventually recovered, she was left with a permanent titlt in 
her head.

DESIRE
Desire is a 16 year old siamese mix. She is a very clean and well nour-
ished cat. She likes being stroked on her head but has some sensitivity 
when petted on her back. She loves her daily plate of wet food, but is 
served poultery because she is allergic to fish. 

MEATBALL
Meatball is an 8 year old long hair cat who was surrendered because she 
wouldn’t use the litter box. We had her checked for a urinary tract in-
fection and sure enough she needed treatment. Now she is doing much 
better and going to the litter box like a champ.

SOPHIE
Sophie was surrendered without much history when her person passed 
away. She was thin, drank a great deal and often didn’t keep her food 
down. At the vet, she was diagnosed with kidney disease which we have 
been managing successfully now for two years.

DEMI
Demi arrived with a litter of tiny kittens. She was a tiny cat herself, but 
cared for her babies well, even taking on a few orphans about the same 
age as her own. When she was done raising them, we hoped she would 
gain some weight. She didn’t. She is still a tiny cat, all of four pounds.

BART
Bart came in at about 3 months old. He enjoyed the other cats, but not 
people very much. As a teenager, he was developed a hematoma on his 
ear that filled with fluid. When he got better, the fluid went away, but his 
ear never stood up again.

Top: Subaru’s table topper for this year’s adoption partnership. Bottom: Animal 
Refugee Response’s event display featuring some of our special needs animals.

In the Spirit of the Season
When animals find their way to us, they 
are often in crisis, or on the brink of be-
ing euthanized. They arrive orphaned, 
eldery, sick, starving, injured, disabled, 
in labor, grieving and traumatized. 

We accept these creatures knowing 
that our work with them will not be to 
find them new homes right away, but 
first to stablize their health, then to 
rebuild their confidence and trust. Ulti-
mately our goal is to encourage joy in 
each animal. Sometimes that joy is just 

below the surface. Sometimes it is 
buried deep. At Animal Refugee 
Response there is no timeline, no 
giving up. 

Please help us continue this import-
ant work. When considering giving 
this season, think of Animal Refugee 
Response. Your gift will help us save 
animals who are out of luck and out 
of time. We give them a safe place, 
and the care and love they need to 
live their best life.

In memory of 
Pumpkin

by Michael Kew

In memory of
D.G. Meremeyer

by I. Weydemeyer



Rusty loves when I hold his head 
in my hands and stroke his face. 
He is a gentle boy, an innocent.

At six months old, he is now our 
tallest dog. He looks 
forward to going outside 
with his other big dog 
friends. Now that he is 
a little better at walking 
and running, he tries 
to keep up with them. 
Practice is helping im-
mensely.

After a morning of ac-
tive play, Rusty is quite 
ready to come inside for some 
quiet time. He tries as hard as he 
can to learn things and be like the 
other dogs. It is a challenge.

We feel Rusty is ready for adop-

tion as a special needs dog. 
His ideal home would be with 
someone very loving, patient and 
positive, and who understands 

that expectations should 
not be too high for Rusty. 
He wants to be a smart 
and agile boy, but isn’t 
quick to understand 
specific instructions yet. 
Patient practice is what 
works for him. Every skill 
or command he learns 
is a breakthrough to be 
celebrated! 
Already a large dog, 

Rusty is still growing. He does 
walk well on a leash with encour-
agement. He is improving every-
day. He drinks in affection, and 
has a lot of love to give.

 

Prince
Handsome Prince, 
a hearty orange 
tabby kitten was 
adopted by Danny. 
Prince is happily 
getting to know his 
new surroundings 
and finding lots of opportunities to 
play and purr.

Jack & 
Joline
the Ruegg family 
adopted a pair of 
Retriever/Shep-
herd siblings at 
10 weeks old. 
Their house is 

now filled with love and puppy energy!

Julia
Beautiful Gold-
en Retriever 
pup, Julie was 
swooped up by 
Troy. Julie will 
sooon be taking a 
road trip to Illinois 

with Troy. They will have a lot of time 
to bond and get to know each other.

More
Adoptions

Rascal
The Tamiagni 
family chose a 
Scottish Terri-
er mix named 
Rascal. The three 
month old is hav-
ing the time and 
his new family loves him!

Diane
Sylvia made an 
immediate con-
nection with a 
little 4 year old 
dog named Diane 
and adopted her. 
We had never 

seen Diane so absolutely happy! She 
found her perfect person. 

Recent
Adoptions

Happy
Little Happy was 
adopted by James 
and his daughter. 
Happy is having 
the time of his life 
in his new home 
where he loves to 

run and explore with his new family. 

Kelsey
Sergio adopted a 
beautiful young 
Siamese mix named 
Kelsey. She has 
adapted to her new 
home well, and has 
lots of toys to play 
with and people who love her.

Nellie
Little Nellie, a 
Chuhuahua/Po-
meranian mix was 
adopted by Brandy 
who reports back 
that Nellie is fitting 
in perfectly! Nellie 

cannot be happier to finally have a 
family of her own.

Hero
Hero, a happy 
terrier pup was 
chosen by the 
James and his 
family. It didn’t 
take long for 
him to feel like 
one of the gang, and his new family is 
so happy they adopted him.

Horace
Horace was 
adopted by Stacy 
and Brian and is 
enjoying a lot of 
exciting outdoor 
adventures with 
his new family. 
He is feeling very 

loved and confident in his new home.

Rusty Update
Readers responded compassionately to Rusty’s story in the last 
issue. Here is an update. 

Scotty, a very cute terrier puppy 
was adopted by a mother with an 
eight year old son. Despite my 
best screening efforts, it was not a 
good adoption. Scotty was re-
turned a month later, his 
head hung low. When I 
took him out of his travel 
kennel he sat as still as 
he could, but trembled. 
He was wearing the blue 
harness provided at the 
adoption, but it was twist-
ed tight across his back 
and clipped to itsellf by a 
large metal wire. Unable 
to undo it, I cut it off and 
then it was clear why Scotty’s 
stance was so strained. The har-
ness was badly embedded into the 
flesh of his back. Every move he 
made the harness cut in deeper. 
I felt at once, anger, sadness and 

disappointment in myself. 
Gently I worked to carefully ex-
tract the harness. Finally free, the 
extent of his injuriy was exposed. 
A gaping, half inch wide wound 

stretched across his 
back. Amazingly, that 
little dog was so relieved 
to be untethered, he 
started wagging his tail 
from the hips.
Scotty’s body healed 
eventually. Then he 
was adopted again by 
a wonderful woman 
named Lynn Abbiati...an 
angel, in fact. She dotes 

on him! She sends regular updates 
about Scotty’s terrific adventures, 
along side her other dogs. I am so 
happy to hear about him running 
free with a full heart, knowing he is 
so loved, as I always intended.

Scotty Abbiati
And what of Scotty, the other dog mentioned in Rusty’s story?

How can it be that these two ani-
mals are the same species? Their 
fur is the same color, but Angel, a 
young Golden Retriever weighs 
80 pounds, and Layla, a full grown 
Chihuahua weighs 3 pounds! 

Like all dogs, both of these girls 
are decendents of the majestic 
grey wolf, but since the time dogs 

were first domesticated at 
least 15,000 years ago, the 
canine family tree has devel-
oped a lot of branches! 
In fact, in the last 200 years, 
as breeding for specific traits 
has gained popularity, the 
evolution of the canine spe-
cies has exploded in diversity 
to the point that dogs are now 
the most varied species of 
any mammal.

Although these girls differ greatly 
in size and other physical traits, 
many of their behaviors are quite 
similar. They both collect their toys 
into piles. They both love to ride in 
the front seat of the car. They both 
possess the ability to love uncon-
ditionally, a quality that make dogs 
such perfect companions. 

The Canine Family Tree

Meatball is a stunningly beautiful long hair cat. At 
age 8, she is large and healthy. She loves affection and 
sweet talk from her person. Meatball is looking to be the 
companion of a loving person who lives a quiet life and 
has no other pets. 

Senior Cats for Adoption

Lisa is a lovely brown tabby with a very sweet per-
sonality. She is a healthy, well-mannered 12 year old 
who has outlived her owner. She is cat and people 
friendly. Lisa would love a home where she can sit qui-
etly with her person and purr.  

Desire is a lilac point Siamese mix with a unique 
ringed tail. She is a well nourished girl who is 16 years 
old. Desire is a quiet cat who enjoys gentle people. She 
loves sitting in a sunny window and is quite affectionate 
with her chosen person.

BFFs
Rosie was on her last legs (literally) 
when she came in. At about 15 years 
old, her rear legs no longer supported 
her reliably. She was frustrated. Our 
beautiful Layla welcomed her, sat with 
her and accepted her. The two seniors 
became best friends that day. 


