
Left behind by former tenants, John had 
been providing for the cats around his 
house as best he could. He knew one 
was getting close to giving birth. Soon, 
she went into labor but only afterbirth 
came out. Concerned, he called every 
vet in town but no one could see the cat. 

Almost a week later, she gave birth to 
four kittens. They were very tiny and 
struggling. John noticed that mom was 
still pushing the next day and called 
Animal Refugee Response for advice. 
The more he told us, the more we knew 
the cat needed to see a vet. We made 
her an emergency appointment. It turns 

out that the poor cat had two more 
kittens, dead, stuck in her birth ca-
nal. She was in shock and needed 
surgery or she too would die. After 
surgery she was in critical condi-
tion but she did survive. All of her 
undersized kittens died during the 
night. 

We implore you to get your cats 
spayed. It prevents so many 
unwanted and tragic outcomes. 
All of them are preventable with a 
simple spay. Please give your cat 
the best gift of all: spay them!

The saying, “it 
takes a village” 
certainly fits the 
case of Elton 
and his dog, 
Mandra. Long 
time compan-
ions, Elton 
and Mandra 
are very close. 
About a year 
ago, Elton had 
brought Mandra 
to the vet when 
he noticed an 
unusual growth 
on his dog’s left 
front foot. The 
vet advised a watch and wait 
approach, but several months 
later the growth suddenly bal-
looned to the size of a tennis 
ball. Soon poor Mandra could 
hardly walk.

At this point the vet said 
Mandra needed the growth 
removed right away. But the 
surgery was costly 
and Elton did not 
have the money. 
Desperate, he 
reached out to 
Animal Refugee 
Response for 
help. After speak-
ing to Elton, and 
then to the vet 
about Mandra’s 
case, we set out 
to get Mandra the 
help he needed.

We reached out 

to other local animal welfare 
organizations seeking those 
who might share the cost of the 
surgery with us. It didn’t take 
long for Mandra’s village to 
take shape. The dog’s needs fit 
into ACME Foundation’s criteria 
and they committed to help. 
Wine Country Animal Lovers

 Continued on page 3

Sami Abdallah
Albany Subaru
Jennifer Alder 
Amazon Smile
Noah Barnes
Dan Benson 
Deza Benstock
Benevity Fund

Virginia Bernstein
Bob’s Vacuum
Cecil’s Pizza

Janice & James Chin
Claire Cole

Debra Corbella
Gayle Christian
Denise Conway 

Ralph Corey 
Anne Dansby 
Delicious Delivery 
DJs Pizza
Dollar Tree

Downa Dawson
Rachel Doleman 
Lisa Eckart
Chris Ernst

Melanie Farmer
Freeling & Associates
Marianne & Robert 
    Hitchcock
Tamara Gaul 
Sheryl Geralus
Greater Good
Grocery Outlet
IGA Foods Etc.

Jacob Jackson 
Rita Laufer

Marie’s Feed
Joan Makela
Patricia Meyer
Sandy Miranda
Linda Palace
Kathy Plowman
Jeffery Peregrina
Laura Pinches
Maynard’s

Max & Wanda Putra
Rescue Bank
Jered Riche
Safeway

Anne Marie Saunders

Cliff & Patricia 
   Saunders 

Elise Schwind
Barry Siegal
Renee Sowlsky
Teresa Speakman
Matteo Staffaroni
Lisa Stafford
Stonefire Pizza

Subaru of America
Anthony Tempset
Terry Thomasson
Tortilleria La Unica 
Janice Tupper

Valley Glass
Jesse Veranda
Barbara Wahlborg & 
   Jean Yanich
Walmart
Greg Woodson
Carole Young
(partial list)
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Donor Appreciation

Thank you! Your support makes it possible.

Wish List
MOST URGENT NEEDS:
Dry Cat Food (Natural Balance)

Canned Cat Food (Pro Plan)

Canned Dog Food (Pedigree)

Raised Dog Beds
XL Metal Dog Crates

Light Weight Fleece Blankets

ONGOING NEEDS:
Dog & Cat Beds

Liquid Laundry Detergent
Bleach

Mr. Clean
Potty Pads

Paper Towels

MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED 
BY MAIL: Animal Refugee Response
  11767 Candy Lane
  Lower Lake, CA 95457
ONLINE: animalrefugee.org/donate
BY PHONE: 707/330-3747
100% of monetary donations are used directly for the care and 
vet costs of animals who are out of options through no fault of 
their own. Funds are never used for euthanasia.
Ask about setting up an automatic monthly donation.
Upon request, a gift card acknowledging your donation will 
be sent to the person of your choice. Choose in honor of, in 
memory of, or other. Choose cat or dog image. 
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           ARR residents, Ace, a wire hair terrier who came to us as a behavior case  
           from Contra Costa Animal Services, and, Legs, a young Lake County cat who 
arrived dragging her rear legs but with veterinary treatment is now walking perfectly.

Also see our Wish List 
on Amazon & Chewy

Animal Times

In memory of 
dear Santos

by Anne Marie 
Saunders

Mandra’s Village

In loving memory
of 

Vic Corbella
by Debra Corbella

In memory of
Patti Jimenez

by Cliff & Patricia 
Saunders In loving memory

of 
William S. Anderson

by his children

LOTS OF STUFF!    DON’T MISS IT!

YYARD ARD SSALEALE!!
ONE DAY ONLY  Saturday, May 14  10am - 4pm

11767 Candy Lane, Lower Lake, CA 95457
 This yard sale benefits Animal Refugee Response. 
   • Tools & Parts

   • Fencing Supplies 

  • Yard Equipment

   • Furniture

   • Men’s Clothing

   • Women’s Clothing

   • Men’s Shoes

   • Women’s Shoes

   • Home Decor

   • Knick-knacks

   • Pet Supplies

   • Pet Costumes

• Arts & Crafts Supplies

• Sewing Fabric

• Electronics

• Home Health Supplies

• Disability Equipment

• Kids’ Stuff

The Best Gift of All

In memory of
my Fancy

by
Melanie Farmer

In honor of 
Gabe & Lois

by
Virginia Bernstein

Mandra was helped by a collaboration of animal groups.



Three dogs were in the yard of a  
home that had been sold after the 
owner died. The new owner was 
okay with the dogs staying there 
until homes were found for them. 
A kind woman was feeding them 
and trying to befriend them, be-
cause they were all very scared. 
One of the dogs was pregnant and 
soon gave birth to seven puppies. 
She tended to them under the 
house until she ran out of milk, 
then the puppies came out at 
about five weeks old to search for 
food. Two found empty cans and 
tried to lick the leftovers inside. 
They got their heads stuck in the 
cans! Alarmed when she found 
them that way, the feeder made a 

judgment 
call. She 
brought 
the pup-
pies to 
Animal 
Refugee 
Response. Although she hoped to 
get mom too, it was not to be. Mom 
needed more time. 
Sometimes things aren’t perfect in 
rescue. At times we have to make 
split second decisions for the ani-
mals’ safety. As soon as the feeder 
can gain mom’s trust, we plan to 
spay her and her siblings and help 
them find new homes. Until then, 
they are safe in the place they 
grew up. 

Thirty-one dogs of all ages were 
counted in the cluttered yard of 
a Clearlake home. All similar in 
breed mix and probably related, 
they were all emaciated to the 
point that their hip bones and 
ribs were plain to see. Many had 
scars and fight wounds. No food 
was visible, and only an empty 
water bowl with green slime in it. 
Animal Control was called and a 
concerned citizen was so worried 
about the dogs’ condition she 
knocked on the door and talked 
to a man who denied the dogs 
were starving. He did agree to 
let her have the smallest puppy, 
who was so weak she could not 
stand. Animal Refugee Response 
arranged an emer-
gency vet visit for 
the puppy. Her 
physical condition 
was poor. She had 
a fever, was dehy-
drated, underweight, 
and had an abscess 
on her head. She 
is now safe with us, 
slowly gaining back 
her strength and 
confidence. She is 
eating without worry 
of being attacked, 
and sleeping in a 
bed probably for the 
first time in her life. 

Hoarded and 
Starved

Judgment Call

We hosted a retirement 
party for Rita Laufer of 
Animal Coalition of Lake 
County who has helped 
Lake County’s animals 
for 20 years. Heartfelt 
tributes and champagne 
toasts were shared. Rita 

thanked everyone, including her volunteers for 
their contributions to the organization’s work. 
She also announced that at it’s closing, the 
assets of Animal Coalition would be passed on 
to Animal Refugee Response. In Rita’s honor, 
we will use these funds to continue her work 
spaying and neutering the pets of very low 
income pet owners. Thank you, Rita. 

Honoring Rita

Shy Anne
Shy Anne found the 
perfect person in 
Joan who adores 
the four year old 
Min Pin. Shy Anne 
who was initially 
nervous around 

people is thriving in her new home and 
we are thrilled.

Ellie
A smart and grow-
ing black Lab mix 
puppy, Ellie went to 
live with Betty Jo to 
be her companion. 
Ellie is happy and 
learning things so 
fast, Betty Jo is 

amazed everyday.

More
Adoptions

Tink
Tink, a four year 
old tuxedo cat fell 
in love with Noah 
immediately. She 
purred and followed 
him around until he 

decided she was the one he would 
bring home. Both are very happy. 

Dusty
Little Dusty, an 8 
week old Rottie mix 
baby found a loving 
home with Jarad and 
Kristen. Dusty is 
learning all the 
things a puppy should know and 
growing by leaps and bounds.

Chloe
Ava missed dog 
energy in her life so 
she came and met 
Chloe, a happy 3 
year old wire hair 
terrier who was 
looking for a home. 
Chloe and Ava were a great match 
went home together that day.

While walking her dog in her 
neighborhood, a woman heard 
distressed animal cries nearby. 
She looked around, and eventually 
came upon three small puppies in 
a closed garbage can on the side 
of a shuttered house. She couldn’t 
leave them to die like that, so she 
brought the puppies to Animal 
Refugee Response. Estimated to 
be three weeks old, they still had 
blue eyes and barely nubs of teeth. 
They huddled together in a small 
box, cold, hungry and confused...
but alive. When they were safe 
with us, they filled their empty 
stomachs then fell asleep in a 
puppy pile. Perhaps Boxer mixes, 
they are growing well and learning 
to play without a care in the world, 
like puppies should.

Dumped 
in the Trash

also stepped up, pledging
their support. Animal Refugee 
Response paid the balance.
When help for his dog material-
ized Elton could not believe it! He 
really thought he was going to 
lose his beloved dog. 
We are very encouraged by this 
collaboration of animal groups. It 
took a village to get Mandra the 

surgery he desperately needed. 
Together we made it happen. To-
gether we can do so much more 
than we can alone. I hope we can 
all work together again. Helping 
animals is why we all got into this 
field! Thank you, ACME Foun-
dation and Wine Country Animal 
Lovers for joining Animal Refugee 
Response in helping Mandra.

Recent
Adoptions

Gus
Jenn, who loves 
big dogs, adopted 
Gus, the largest 
of a litter of Rot-
tie mixes. Gus is 
enjoying his new 
family, learning 

lots of new things and growing steadily.

Cookie
The Pilchers fell in 
love with a 2 year 
old white Chihua-
hua named Cook-
ie. Little Cookie is 
doing great and 
has already gone 
on a camping trip 
with her new family, and loved it.

Grace
8 week old Rottie 
mix, Grace found 
a wonderful home 
with the Bransons 
in Willits. She lives 
on a big proper-
ty and has other 

dogs, cows and goats as friends. 

Andy & Sally
Husky/Cattle Dog 
mixes, Andy and 
Sally were so 
bonded we were 
overjoyed when 
Alyssa and James 
came to adopt 
both of them. They are doing fantas-
tic in their new home. 

Dionne
Beautiful Dionne 
went to live with 
Tami who reports 
back that the 
puppy is both 
loving and smart. 
She is already 

potty trained and responding to sever-
al commands from Tami. 

The last several weeks have been very challenging. We have responded 
to several instances of animals in medical crisis, and numerous neglected 
and abandoned animals. This newsletter contains a few of those stories.

Requests for barn and vineyard 
cats are on the rise. This is a good 
thing for shelter cats with feral 
tendencies. Barn cats 
are usually sought for 
rodent control. Just 
their mere presence 
can deter rodents who 
know the threat a cat 
presents. Some barn 
cats will hunt rodents, 
considering them toys 
but either way, a barn 
cat’s area will soon be a rodent-
free zone.

It takes a savvy cat to become a 
successful barn cat. They must 

learn to avoid outdoors dangers 
including coyotes, dogs, snakes, 
hawks and cars. They have to 

develop some degree 
of trust in their care-
taker. That person 
must oversee the 
barn cat’s important 
adjustment period, 
then continue to pro-
vide daily food, water, 
a safe indoor space, 
and insure no poison 

is used on the property. A barn 
cat’s success is a blend of their 
own cunning, and the caretaker’s 
ability to manage the cat’s well-be-
ing and routine.

Becoming a Barn Cat

Mandra continued from page 1


