
We received a call from the fore-
man of a work crew in Clearlake 
that there was a skunk in a storm 
drain in the path of their digging, 
and they were 
working against a 
deadline. Appar-
ently the foreman 
had called the City 
who had referred 
him to Animal Con-
trol, who referred 
him to Fish and 
Game, who referred him to a 
wildlife rescue who didn’t answer 
the phone, so he called Animal 
Refugee Response.

We reached out to our own 
contacts in wildlife rescue with no 

luck. While we are not wildlife res-
cuers, we do encounter skunks, 
raccoons and other small wild 
animals frequently in our work 

rescuing dogs and 
cats. So due to the 
urgency of the sit-
uation, we sent our 
volunteer, Kathy, 
an experienced cat 
trapper to respond. 
After the crew 
removed the heavy 

iron grate over the drain, Kathy 
lowered a small live cat trap into 
the drain, baited with cat food. It 
was a tight fit, but worth it. Almost 
immediately, the hungry skunk 
smelled the food and entered the 
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Donor Appreciation

Thank you! Your support makes it possible.

Wish List
MOST URGENT NEEDS:
Dry Cat Food (Natural Balance)

Canned Cat Food (Pro Plan)

Canned Dog Food (Pedigree)

Potty Pads
Waterproof Crib Sheets
Ceramic Feeding Bowls

ONGOING NEEDS:
Liquid Laundry Detergent

Bleach
Mr. Clean

Sherpa type blankets
Fleece Blankets

Paper Towels

MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED 
BY MAIL: Animal Refugee Response
  11767 Candy Lane
  Lower Lake, CA 95457
ONLINE: animalrefugee.org/donate
BY PHONE: 707/330-3747
100% of monetary donations are used directly for the care and 
vet costs of animals who are out of options through no fault of 
their own. Funds are never used for euthanasia.
Ask about setting up an automatic monthly donation.
Upon request, a gift card acknowledging your donation will 
be sent to the person of your choice. Choose in honor of, in 
memory of, or other. Choose cat or dog image. 
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           ARR residents, Ace, a wire hair terrier who came to us as a behavior case  
           from Contra Costa Animal Services, and, Legs, a young Lake County cat who 
arrived dragging her rear legs but with veterinary treatment is now walking perfectly.

Also see our Wish List 
on Amazon & Chewy
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In memory of 
dear Santos

by 
Anne Marie Saunders

We Welcome Angel

We welcome Angel, an inno-
cent 12-week old puppy to 
Animal Refugee Response. 
Angel is a special needs dog 
who was born with a very rare 
birth defect. She had a second 
umbilical cord, that resembled 
a tail growing out her forehead. 

She also had a significant cleft 
palette that required special 
feeding techniques for her first 
few months.
She is a very good natured 
puppy who enjoys the compa-
ny of people and other dogs, 
although sometimes she needs 
a little help keeping up. Now at 
three months old, she is able 
to eat and drink with minimal 
assistance, since her cleft pal-
ette has grown together. Angel 
is growing steadily, and making 
the most of each day.
No one can predict what the 
future holds for this brave little 
puppy. But we do know that she 
will be encouraged and protect-
ed every step of the way in the 
company of other special needs 
dogs who live here with us.

In loving memory
of 

Vic Corbella
by Debra Corbella

In Harm’s Way

In the name of
Diane Porter

by xxx

Twenty one years ago, Rita Laufer saw 
a real need in Lake County. She saw 
people struggling to care for their ani-
mals, and decided to do something about 
it. She set up a non-profit called Animal 
Coalition of Lake County, opened a thrift 
store benefiting that non-profit, and held 
fun and well-attended events to raise 
money for the spay and neuter of the ani-
      mals of low income pet owners. She 

Animal Coalition of Lake County founder, 
Rita Laufer

Thank you, Rita 

worked with local vets and with 
Animal Control to make the biggest 
positive impact in the community. 
Over the years Rita’s organization 
has been responsible for the spay 
and neuter of thousands of animals. 
ACLC has also given away bags 
and bags of pet food to pet owners 
without money to buy it, and provided 
assistance re-homing countless pets. 
Rita and her organization have done 
all this without looking down on peo-
ple for their circumstances. 
A community treasure, and true 
powerhouse in animal welfare, Rita is 
now retiring. She leaves Lake Coun-
ty’s animals in a much better place. 
Further, she leaves us all with the 
example that people who really care 
can make a difference.

In honor
of 

Jordan Summer, Sr. 
Animal Lover

In loving memory
of 

Vince and 
his Kona



Rescued late one night from the 
Lake Pillsbury wilderness area, 
the six pound Chihuahua and 
recent mother must have been 
trying to find her way for quite 
some time. Her fur was covered 
with burrs and ticks, 
and her legs were 
caked with dry mud.

Frightened, freezing 
and exhausted from 
her endless jour-
ney, she kept going. 
Day and night, she 
moved, taking fifteen 
steps for each one a 
human would take, 
because she knew she was 
easy prey for numerous of crea-
tures on land and in the air.

Although her stomach was 
empty, she stood her ground 
when a hiker appeared and 
offered treats to lure her close. 
She barked ferociously, and 

imagined herself a big dog. Why 
should she trust another hu-
man? After all, it was a human 
who dumped her out of the car 
and drove away...a human who 
she loved. 

It took hours, but 
finally she found her-
self in the arms the 
hiker with the treats, 
and then in her car. 
Soon they arrived 
at Animal Refugee 
Response where the 
tiny dog found a safe 
place. 

The humans there were kind 
and caring. They gave her a 
warm bath and a soft bed to 
sleep in. She met other little 
dogs who lived there and they 
were all very nice. Best of all, 
everyday they take her for 
walks outside, but alway bring 
her back inside. 

Recent
Adoptions

Tuesday
Tamara came to 
meet Tuesday, 
one of seven Lab 
mix puppies and 
immediately fell in 
love! She reports 
back that the pup-

py is doing great and is fitting right in.

Peter
Handsome Peter 
was adopted by 
Cassie who took 
him home the 
same day. Peter 
and her other cat 
Jojo have become 
close friends and 
are enjoying playing together. 

Jordan
A Great Pyrenees/
Ridgeback mix, 
Jordan had a whole 
lot of interest from 
potential adopters. 
But he went home 
with Bonnie after 

responding to her gentle, loving style.

Paisley
Haley came to 
adopt a cat and 
chose a 9 month 
old beauty named 
Paisley who is the 
world’s softest cat. 
An unusual female 
orange tabby, Paisley has settled in 
nicely in her new home. 

Spot
The Harr family 
came and chose 
a Husky/Cattle 
Dog puppy named 
Spot. They report 
back that Spot is 
the best dog ever 

and they are very happy he is a mem-
ber of their family. 

Lacie
Lynn came and 
chose a beauti-
ful black Lab mix 
puppy, naming her 
Lacie. The puppy 
is loving her new 
home and is learn-

ing new things everyday. 

More
Adoptions

Snow
A gorgeous and 
petite 6 month old 
Flame Point Sia-
mese, Snow chose 
Tasha as soon as 
she entered our cat 

area. Now she lives with Tasha and 
is feeling very loved. 

Dixie
Beautiful Dixie, 
found a great 
home with Sher-
alwho loves big 
dogs. Dixie felt 
that love and was 
ready to go home 

with her before she finished signing 
the adoption papers!

Birdie
Kathy saw Birdie, a 
blond wire hair ter-
rier when she had 
just arrived. The 
dog was nervous 
and needed time to 
unwind. So Kathy 
waited patiently and in a few weeks 
visited again and adopted Birdie. 

Harm’s Way Continued from page 1
trap and it snapped shut with 
the skunk safely inside. As 
Kathy raised the trap she no-
ticed that it seemed to be an 
older skunk. She opened the 
door to free the scared animal. 
He scurried out of the trap but in 
the blink of an eye jumped back 
into the drain!
Undaunted, Kathy lowered her 
trap again into the storm drain, 
determined to save the skunk 

from certain doom. Finally, as 
the sun was setting, and the 
work crew was waiting, hunger 
led the skunk back into the trap.

This time, Kathy opened the 
trap door towards an unde-
veloped area just beyond the 
street. The skunk darted out of 
the trap and ran up the hill, dis-
appearing into the growth in the 
distance, far away from work 
crews and storm drains.

One Tough Cookie

Walking Again! 

Ray
A sweet and inde-
pendent cat, Ray 
showed up one day
and never left. So, 
we took him in, vac-
cinated and neuter-
ed him, and found 
him the perfect home with the Luedt-
ke’s who love Ray dearly.

Beautiful Kona died today. 
She waited for me to finish my 
work with the other animals, 
and when I was by her side, 
she took her last breath. She 
was a few days shy of her 
16th birthday.
Kona’s favorite 
thing in the world 
was my husband, 
Vince. She took 
so much pride in 
sitting beside him 
in the front seat of 
his truck. During 
the busy season when the 
printing presses operated 
24/7, Kona stayed with him, 
even stretching out next to 
him on the couch when he 
was able to close his eyes for 
a few minutes. And just be-
fore my husband died, he told 
Kona to protect me. She took 
that duty seriously. When we 

had to evacuate a few years 
ago, all the animals stayed in 
the evacuation center except 
three, who stayed with me: 
Sweet Pea, because she 
cannot endure being caged, 

Teddy, because he 
is just too dis-
abled, and Kona, 
because she 
needed to keep her 
promise to Vince.
She also adored 
my son, who re-
members coming 

back from deployment in Fal-
lujia and taking Kona for long 
walks to unwind. Mighty Kona 
would pull that Marine for miles.
Kona loved rolling in the grass 
and patrolling the property 
each day. I am hoping heav-
en has a huge meadow that 
she can enjoy, once again by 
Vince’s side. 

Rest In Peace, Kona

A large and hearty two year old 
ginger cat, Pumpkin, in his prime, 
exudes a certain inner calm that 
makes him agreeable to other 
cats. Although formidable, agile 
and strong, he doesn’t exhibit 
dominant or aggressive behavior. 
In fact, while he eats his meals 
with the alpha group of cats, he 
ignores the established peck-
ing order completely, and often 
shares his plate with the young, 
the old, and the new cats in the 
group.

Sharing food is how Pumpkin 
met a young cat named Ben-
ny, and became his friend and 
mentor. Before Pumpkin took 
Benny under his wing, Benny 
was a withdrawn, sullen cat with 

very little joy. But Pumpkin’s 
animated, playful and physical 
style of interaction drew Benny 
in. Benny felt safe and connect-
ed when he was with his ginger 
friend. He learned confidence 
and acceptance from Pumpkin, 
and ultimately he learned how 
to become a benevolent ginger 
cat himself. 

A Ginger Friendship

Running an animal shelter from a wheel-
chair has been a real challenge for the past 
year and a half. Although I have stubbornly 
found ways to accomplish some of the phys-
ical tasks that used to be part of my daily 
routine, there have been things that I just 
couldn’t do myself, which has been so frus-
trating! Thank goodness for our volunteers 
who have really stepped up. Now, finally, I 
have a prosthetic leg that works! Although I 
didn’t bounce back as quickly as the ani-
mals do when they face devastating health 
challenges, I still drew inspiration from them. 
They don’t give up, they just keep going.


