
One could only imagine what the 
older tri-color pit bull had endured 
that left him battered and wan-
dering the streets alone for days, 
maybe weeks. When he finally 
approached a stranger for help he 
was near the end.

Old and new bite 
wounds covered his 
head, face and legs. 
Serious swelling 
and infection dis-
torted his face. His 
drastically cropped 
ears were sweating 
blood and puss. Very 
underweight, it must 
have been quite 
some time since he 
had eaten.

Animal Refugee Re-
sponse got the call 
from our friend, Melissa of Bailey’s 
Bullies, Inc., an active rescue that 
Clearlake lost several years ago 
when Melissa boldly relocated her 
rescue including 20 Pit Bulls and 
a Cockatoo to a more supportive 
environment 2,500 miles way in 

Alabama. Back in Clearlake, it was 
an aunt of Melissa who the injured 
dog had approached. She called 
Melissa, who reached out to her 
sister to foster the dog.

When Melissa called us, she was 
seeking help getting 
the dog into the vet 
after having no luck 
herself. We were able 
to get him an appoint-
ment, and none too 
soon. Although he 
needed surgery to 
clean and close the 
worst of his wounds, 
to relieve his facial 
swelling, and to 
evaluate his ears, the 
dog, estimated to be 
eight years old was 
not stable enough. 

So, the vet gave him fluids, antibi-
otics and anti-inflammatories. Then 
he went home with Melissa’s sister, 
Shelly, for some much needed rest.

Three days later, he was back at 
the vet for a recheck. The swelling
                       Continued on page 3
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Donor Appreciation

Thank you! Your support makes it possible.

Wish List
MOST URGENT NEEDS:
Dry Dog Food (Pro Plan)

Canned Cat Food (Pro Plan)
Canned Dog Food (Pedigree)

Raised Dog Beds
XL Metal Dog Crates

Light Weight Fleece Blankets

ONGOING NEEDS:
Dog & Cat Beds

Liquid Laundry Detergent
Bleach

Mr. Clean
Potty Pads

Paper Towels

MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED 
BY MAIL: Animal Refugee Response
  11767 Candy Lane
  Lower Lake, CA 95457
ONLINE: animalrefugee.org/donate
BY PHONE: 707/330-3747
100% of monetary donations are used directly for the care, 
vet costs and rehabilitation of animals who are out of options. 
Funds are never used for euthanasia.
Ask about setting up an automatic monthly donation.
Donations will be acknowledged in our newsletter. Receipts 
will be issued for donations over $250. Upon request, a gift 
card acknowledging your donation will be sent to the person 
of your choice. Choose in honor of, in memory of, in celebra-
tion of. Choose cat or dog image. 
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ARR residents, Bud, a large, independent, healthy cat who walked onto our grounds one 
day and joined our cat community, and, Balloo, a handsome, smart and confident five year 
old French Bull Dog who lost a front leg after a serious break when he was a puppy.

Also see our Wish List 
on Amazon & Chewy

In memory of 
dear Santos

by Anne Marie 
Saunders

Cross-Country Collaboration 
to Save A Dog’s Life

What’s Up in 2023
Animal Refugee Response has 
been working hard on a num-
ber of animal-centric projects to 
be put into motion during 2023. 
These grant-funded projects are 
focused on issues that we feel 
would make the most positive im-
pact on both shelter and commu-
nity animals.
Highlights include:
Visiting Vet
We are looking forward to initiat-
ing a weekly visit by a veterinar-
ian specializing in Shelter Medi-
cine and Geriatric Health.
Basic Dog Training
We are happy to announce our 
new basic obedience training pro-
gram for dog / dog owner pairs
        using psitive training meth-
        ods to teach essential skills.
        Collaborations

    We look forward to actively
    collaborating with other 
    like-minded rescues to se-
    cure life-saving care and a 
    safe place for injured, sick 
    and at-risk animals.

    These new projects will im-
    prove the quality of life of
    animals in need, both shel-
    tered and owned. Stay 
    tuned for start dates.

In memory of 
Kat-Ramses

by Theresa Haran

In celebration of
sweet Blaze

by Eleanor Henderson

Disc Golf Benefit for a Good Cause
Claudle’s Canyon in Lakeport, CA was 
the place to be on January 21 as the “Fur 
the Love” Disc Golf tournament drew 91 
competitors to the all day event. One of the 
events of the 2023 NorCal Winter Charity 
Series, Animal Refugee Response was 
chosen as the charity the tournament ben-
efited. We are honored.

In rec and pro divisions, skilled players 
battled through the challenging 18 hole 

Continued on page 2 
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In honor of
Diane Porter
& the pups

by Cheryl Janke

Celebrating
Gracie & Jax

by Laurie Daly

Wall-e’s recovery has been mi-
raculous. Earlier pictures are too 
graphic to show.

In memory of
Chubbsie

by Colleen Tipp



 

Mickey
Tiffani adopted 
an athletic young 
long-haired cat 
named Mickey 
who is affectionate 
and handsome as 
well. Mickey and 
Tiffani are enjoy-
ing each other’s company immensely.

Flash
Jan came for one 
puppy and left 
with another. She 
ended up choosing 
a happy-go-lucky 
cattle dog mix 
named Flash who 

is bonding with Jan very well. 

Star
Ariel and his 
fiancé came 
from Fairfield to 
meet a Husky 
pup named Star. 
Animal lovers all 
their lives, this 

would be their first pet together. 

More
Adoptions

Barbie
Ace in Florida 
wanted to get a 
kitten for brother 
in law, Frank, in 
Clearlake. When 
Frank chose 
beautiful Barbie, 
Ace paid the adoption fee and said 
“Merry Christmas!” Frank and Barbie 
were very grateful.

Max
Ken chose a Lab 
mix puppies from 
a litte of seven. 
He chose the 
puppy who kept 
approaching him, 
in a sweet calm 

manner. It was a very good match! 

Recent
Adoptions

Mabel
Robert adopted an 
affectionate Lab 
mix who stole his 
heart immediately 
when he came to 
visit. The two have 
become insepara-

ble...just like it should be.

Meatball
Ian came from 
El Cerrito after 
seeing beautiful 
Meatball online. 
He adopted her 
and reports back 
that Meatball fol-
lows him around 
the house and is a very happy cat.

Champ
MIchaela, a small 
dog enthusiast, 
adopted Champ to 
join her other little 
one at home. The 
two are doing very 
well together and 

now Michaela and her family have 
twice the love!

Lisa
Annemiele wanted 
to adopt a senior 
cat. She came to 
visit Lisa, a beau-
tiful 12 year old 
tabby. Lisa was 
skeptical at first 
but once in her new home she real-
ized that it was a very good thing.

Molly
Sam and Cooper 
adopted a little girl 
named Molly with 
long legs and long 
ears. Although she 
was the smallest 
of the litter, Sam 
and Cooper soon 

learned she has a very big heart.

It’s difficult to think about, but 
what will happen to your pet in the 
event that you pass away before 
they do? Sadly, the death of the 
owner is one of the most common 
reasons a pet ends up in a shelter. 

When a pet loses their beloved 
person is very scary for them to 
say the least. Being suddenly re-
located from a home environemnt 
to a shelter makes it even worse. 
Often an animal will act out, or 
become withdrawn or depressed, 
and could even be labeled as “un-
adoptable”, making them at risk 
for euthanasia at many shelters. 

Plan for your pet now to insure 
this will not be their fate. Doing so 
is a caring and responsible thing 
to do. It will make sure they live on 
and are cared for as they deserve 
to be. It can also make the transi-
tion after losing you less difficult. 

Creating a Pet Plan is a loving 
thing to do. 

Create Your Pet Plan Now 
1. Choose the person who you 
want to care for your pet.

2. Talk to them about being your 
pet’s godparent. They should un-
derstand and be prepared for this 
important responsibility.

3. Gather vet records and write in-
structions on feeding, medication, 
and care for your pet. Include this 
in your final papers.

4. On the inside of your front door, 
post details on arrangements for 
your pet including the godparent’s 
name and contact information.

5. Also leave instructions with your 
loved ones, trusted friends and 
caretakers. 

Make a Pet Plan

Many dog owners feel strongly 
that their dog should be allowed to 
run free because it is a 
dog’s nature to do so.

However in today’s 
world, for your dog’s 
safety, before letting 
them off leash, they 
should be well trained 
to “come” on command 
100 percent of the time. 

Reliable recall is es-
sential for your dog’s 
safety. You must be able to recall 
your dog before they encounter 
a roadway, waterway or property 
line. You must be able to recall 
your dog when unknown people, 
children, dogs and other animals 

are present. It is essential that 
your dog learns to return to your 

side, at your command, 
so they don’t end up in 
trouble, injured, killed or 
lost.

As the dog’s owner, 
you are responsible for 
their safety. Teaching 
them this one command 
could save their life. 
Start young. Practice 
a lot. Be consistent. 

Reward success.

The Most Important Command 
to Teach Your Dog

had improved a bit, but the dog was 
not eating. Appetite stimulants and 
more rest were prescribed.
Shelly tended to his wounds every-
day, cleaning them 
and tracking and shar-
ing his progress. Fi-
nally he started to eat 
but he was operating 
on such a deficit that 
there was no poop for 
almost a week.
Meanwhile, Melissa 
sent food and sup-
plies from Alabama for 
the dog, who was lov-
ingly named Wall-e. Once he was 
stabilized and on the road to recov-
ery, the plan was to secure transport 
for him to Bailey’s Bullies.
After several weeks, subtlle signs 

of healing could be seen. New skin, 
new hair emerged. It was a long 
road for Wall-e, but with the group 
of very caring people around him, 

he has made a miracu-
lous recovery! 
 
As Wall-e began to feel 
better, he expressed joy 
by wagging his tail at ev-
eryone he encountered! 
He also gives kisses to 
Shelly, his loving care-
taker during his critical 
phase of healing. 

Wall-e is now on this 
cross-country journey to Bailey’s 
Bullies, Inc. where he will live under 
the watchful eye of Melissa. When 
he is ready, he will be available for 
adoption.

Collaboration Continued from page 1

Sidekick

Balloo and I have become 
constant companions. I am 
his sidekick, and he is my 
shadow. Both amputees, 
we understand one another. 
We don’t feel sorry for each 
other or count each other 
out. We don’t underestimate 
the other’s intelligence just 
because we’re missing a 
limb. We have in fact become 
masters of figuring out alter-
native ways to get from here 
to there. Our independence 
is non-negotiable. We will ask 
for help when we need it, but 
most of the time, although it 
may not be easy we will just 
make it work. Afterall, life is 
a precious gift, and we don’t 
want to waste a single day.

Disc Golf 
Continued from page 1

course. As committed as they are 
to their sport, Tournament Direc-
tors, Anna and Chris Claudle and 
the tournament participants also 
showed great commitment to 
giving back to the community. They 
generously supported our work, 
many being animal lovers and res-
cue pet owners themselves.

We really enjoyed the great ca-
maraderie among the players, 
Anna and Chris’ leadership, and 
the positive energy of the disc golf 
community as a whole. This is 
what sport should be. Thank you 
for including us.


