
A wonderful get together of 
three veteran Bay Area animal 
rescuers happened at Animal 
Refugee Response in late 
April.

Sue Strek (left), started 
as a volunteer at Berkeley 
Animal Services training pit 
bulls with Bad Rap, worked 
at Azaya Ranch, Milo Foun-
dation, served as Executive 
Director of the Humane 
Society of the North Bay in 
Vallejo, and now works with 
Casper’s Legacy.

Blythe Lucero (middle), 
founded and operates the 

strictly NO-KILL non-profit, 
Animal Refugee Response 
that rescues and rehabili-
tates adoptable animals, and 

provides lifelong sanctuary 
and care for those considered 
unadoptable. She is currently 
writing a book on her animal 
rescue experience.

Janda Grant (right), worked 
as a vet tech, then a groomer 
with Dr. Evans at Animal Care 
Clinic. She started a very suc-
cessful online lost/found/es-
cue animal network, and now 
she is the Head of Grooming 
at PetSmart in Vacaville, 
and the regional Grooming 
Trainer.

The energy between these 
rescuers was very good. 
The respect strong. All three 
are still active in rescue and 
committed to making a better 
life for the animals with whom 
we share our planet.

Rescue OGs Get Together

Sami Abdallah
Justin Adams
Heather Anderson
Keith Anderson
Albany Subaru
Amazon Smile
Bark Avenue Pet Salon
Benevity Fund
Elaine & Grant 
    Berringer
Janice Callahan
The Carmany Family
Cats on Death Row
Elise Darling 
Arlene Darrow
Ron & Debbie Dell
Dogs on Death Row
Janine Dunn
Jose Duron
Andrew Fuller
Freeling & Associates
Greater Good
Wanda Critchfieeld-Guidi

Habitats for Dogs & Cats

Jan Hochschild
Sherwin Hosseinlou
Jordan James
Darrell & Carolynn Jarrett
Destiny Johnson
Lori Kane

Veronika Katayama
Alice Keller
Jacob Kohl
Marianne Larson
Thavan Le
Richard Lewis
Elizabeh Linder
Jake Lindstrom

Megan Luby 
Lorena Martinez
Olivia Manning
Debra McCracken
Jeffrey Mooney
Larry Muller
Jennifer Natale
Jess Noble
Network for Good 
Rosalind North
Pedigree Foundation 
Petfood Express
Laura J. Pinches
Max & Wanda Putra
Stephanie Ramirez-  
    Magana
Rescue Bank
The Rooffner Family
Leslie Roarke
Marjorie Rust
Gloria Santini
Barry Siegel
Kathy Simpson

Jerry Skars
Victoria Spears
Matteo Staffaroni
Sue Strek
Eunice Tally 
The Tenor Family
Virginia Thomas
Frank Tillman

Anastasia Todd
Kelsey Uppman
Mary J. Venegas
Diana Vigus
Walk With Joy Dog 
   Walking & Pet Sitting
William Whitworth
Warren Williams
Laurie Yang
Robert Young
(partial list)
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Donor Appreciation

Thank you!
Your support makes it possible

Wish List
MOST URGENT NEEDS:

Dry Cat Food (Nutro, Natural Balance)

Canned Cat Food (Friskies)

Canned Dog Food (Pedigree)

Potty Pads
Dog Harnesses - small sizes

Clumping Cat Litter

ONGOING NEEDS:
Liquid Laundry Detergent

Bleach
Mr. Clean

Cat and Dog Toys
Dog & Cat Beds
Paper  Towels

MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED 
BY MAIL: Animal Refugee Response
  11767 Candy Lane
  Lower Lake, CA 95457
ONLINE: animalrefugee.org/donate
BY PHONE: 707/330-3747
100% of monetary donations are used directly for the care and 
vet costs of animals who are out of options through no fault of 
their own. Funds are never used for euthanasia.
Ask about setting up an automatic monthly donation.
Upon request, a gift card acknowledging your donation will be 
sent to the person of your choice, in honor of, in memory of, 
or other. Choose cat or dog image. 
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           ARR residents, Grandpa, a large and confident 19 year old cat,
 and, Phoenix, who survived life-threatening burns as a young puppy.

Also see our Wish List 
on Amazon & Chewy

Animal Times

Kitten Time!

In celebration of
Steve

a very special dog
Veronika Katayama

Celebrating 
the life of 
Custer by

Jan Hochschild
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Kittens are arriving daily, ready to begin their 
lives in loving homes. We have brown tabbies, 
grey, grey tabbies, black, buff and siamese 
kittens between 8 weeks and three months old. 
They are totally comfortable with people, and 
very cute! 
If you are considering adopting a kitten, we 
currently have 14 babies ready to choose from. 
Just complete our pre-adoption questionnaire 
on our website: animalrefugee.org/pre-adop-
tion-questionniare/. Then call us to arrange 
an appointment to meet our sweet kittens at 
707/330-3747.

Remembering
Lola
from

The Tillmans

Refugees with Hooves

The owner was not present 
on the property when it was 
raided, but there were ani-
mals there. The “grow” was 
removed and taken away by 
authorities, but four cows, 
including a calf and a bull, as 
well as a goat remained. 

They were in bad shape. 
The field they were kept in 

had been eaten down to dirt, 
and there was no source of 
water available to them. By 
the next morning they had 
broken through the fence in 
an act of self preservation 
and were wandering the 
neighborhood desperately in 
search of food and water. 

A kind neighbor with fenced, 
grassy property offered them 
a safe place. While Animal 
Control worked to secure 
a permanent arrangement, 
Animal Refugee Response 
provided a water trough and 
alfalfa for the distressed crea-
tures to help them get their 
strength back. Within 24 hours 
they had consumed 150 gal-
lons of water and three bails 
of alfalfa.

Now nourished and hydrat-
ed, the small herd is content 
where they are. Although their 
future is still undetermined, 
at least two neighbors have 
offered them a permanent 
home.  



A dog called Champ came to 
us from Contra Costa Animal 
Services. He was another dog 
no longer wanted, left without a 
home or a family to love. 

Although he was an adult dog, 
Champ was 
healthy, general-
ly well-behaved, 
and without too 
many problemat-
ic, though under-
standable chips 
on his shoulder. 
So, we got to 
work to find him 
a loving home.

Well along came 
Veronika, after 
originally con-
tacting us about a different dog 
who had just been adopted by 
another family, she decided to 
meet Champ. Even though the 
disappointment of being left be-
hind by his family was still quite 
fresh, Champ’s sense of humor 
and genuine love for people 
shined through. Veronika and 
her husband decided to adopt 
him, bringing him home that 

very day. Soon they changed 
his name to Steve.

Since then, Steve has become 
a cherished member of their 
family. He appears on their 
annual holiday card, and sleeps 

in bed with them, 
with his head on 
the pillow. He 
loves outings and 
errands around 
town with his 
family as much 
as watching TV 
on the couch to-
gether at home. 

Steve continues 
to be the source 
of many smiles. 
And the sparkle 

in his beautiful brown eyes is 
back! He finally has the family 
he deserves and dreamed of. 
And the love is very mutual. 

Veronika recently sent us a note 
on the one year anniversary of 
the adoption of Steve, thanking 
us and reaffirming that their 
sweet dog will be forever a part 
of their life. 

Recent
Adoptions

Gumdrop
Little Gumdrop hit 
the jackpot with 
the Lindstrom’s. 
The couple lead 
an active lifestyle 
and look forward 
to their new pup-
py joining in their 

adventures as soon as he is a just a 
little older.

Julia
Jordan came from 
Sonoma County 
to adopt a little 
girl named Julia. 
Throughout the 
big drive home, 
the kitten perched 
comfortably on Jordan’s shoulder.

Sonny
The largest and most 
outgoing of his litter, 
Sonny, a golden Lab 
mix fell in love with 
the Berringer’s and 
they are so ready 
and happy to raise 

their new puppy as one of the family.

Teddy
Little Teddy, a hap-
py Heeler mix was 
adopted as a wed-
ding gift to each 
other by Justin and 
his fiance. Teddy is 
having the time of 
his life with his loving new family.

Lucy
Lucy was terrified 
when she lost her 
person. Marianne 
missed having a 
little dog. When 
she held Lucy, 
her trembling 

stopped. Now they both have the love 
they missed so much.

Pepper
9 year old pug mix, 
Pepper recently 
lost his owner, and 
Mary recently lost 
her beloved dog. It 
was a match made 
in heaven. The two 
are filling each oth-
er’s hearts with love every day.

More
Adoptions

Rocky
One of the smart-
est puppies we 
have ever met, 
Rocky went home 
with Destiny to 
start his life as her 
beloved compan-

ion, and grow into an ambassador for 
his breed.

Steve’s Dream Comes True Mother of the Year

Jethro
Little Jethro caught 
the eye of Ali from 
Sacramento who 
came to adopt the 8 
week old kitten. Je-
thro is doing great in 
his new home and is 

bonding very well.

Taylor was very pregnant when 
she was trapped for spay, so 
she came to Animal Refugee 
Response to have her kittens 
first. She gave birth to five, three 
healthy and two struggling. She 
tended to the struggling ones 
as only a mother cat can, and 
they both survived and are now 
thriving with the rest. 

Then when two orphans came 
in, even though they were 
younger than hers, she took 
them in as her own, keeping 
them warm and clean and letting 
them nurse.

All the while she accepted and 
appreciated our help of food 
and clean blankets, with only an 
occasional swat when we got 
too close to her brood. When her 
kittens are weaned, and she is 
spayed, Taylor, and her kids will 
be available for adoption.

Honey
Janice came to 
meet Honey, with 
her bi-color eyes, 
and gave a lot of 
thought before de-
ciding to adopt the 
new puppy as her 

lifetime companion. It is going well. 

Licorice
Lorena and her fam-
ily fell in love with 
Licorice, a gorgeous 
black Lab pup. The 
lucky puppy is hap-
py and growing fast, 
already 25 lbs at 13 weeks old!

ARR Receives Pedigree Grant
Animal Refugee Response is 
grateful for the generosity of the 
Pedigree Foundation for their gift 
to our organization of a 
COVID-19 Operations 
Grant received in April.

We will use it to contin-
ue our lifesaving work 
during a time when do-
nations are down and 
need is way up. Specifically this 
grant will help with vet expenses, 
animal supplies and adoption 
preparation of dogs in our care. 

It is great to work with a company 
that gives back to the animal res-
cue community in ways that genu-

inely contribute to the 
solution of homeless 
animals. Their support 
has been invaluable.

Animal Refugee Re-
sponse appreciates 
their gift, and their 

trust in our organization to con-
tinue carrying out our mission for  
animals in need. Thank you very 
much.

Do a 
Donation Drive
Animal Refugee Response ex-
ists because of the generosity of 
people who care. Saving animal 
lives is important work, but it is 
expensive.

If you would like to help support 
our work for animals who are 
out of options, consider doing a 
donation drive. Ask your super-
visor about having a donation 
barrel at your job, or urge your 
friends to join you in gathering 
donations. Some people even 
request donations instead of 
birthday gifts. 

Your efforts will help us save 
animals in trouble. Contact us 
for guidelines at 707/330-3747 
or blythe@animalrefugee.org.  

A generous donation of supplies from 
Bark Avenue Grooming Salon and Walk 
with Joy dog walking and pet sitting

Happy Birthday 
Dear Kona

A gentle but formidable 90 lb 
pit bull, Kona was surrendered 
at three years old after being 
attacked by the other pittie of 
the house for trying to share the 
couch. When her wounds healed, 
she was loved for years by 
Blythe’s husband, Vince until his 
passing in 2018. 

Now 15 years old, Kona spends 
her days patrolling the property at 
Animal Refugee Response, chas-
ing turkeys and squirrels, climbing 
grassy hills, and accompanying 
our volunteers to the animals en-
vironments. Kona is a great dog, 
intelligent, intuitive, and loyal.

Having passed the average life 
expectancy for her breed, Kona 
continues to live a good quality 
of life and we celebrate her every 
single day.


