
When Sheldon came to us, we 
thought he was a senior dog. 
Beyond his coat which was 
overgrown, severely matted 
and painfully knotted, his 
mannerisms were those of a 
dog who had just had enough. 
He did not want to be petted or 
comforted. He showed no joy 
or confidence.

To our surprise, the vet estimat-
ed Sheldon’s age to be only 2 
years old! His background was 
a mystery, but we were sure 
there was immense sadness 
there that only time would heal. 

After a few weeks, Sheldon 
took interest in a Spaniel who 
is with us, and let us leash him 
for walks with his new friend. 
Still he was reluctant to have 
much close contact with peo-
ple, including the groomer, 
who wouldn’t touch him without 

sedation. We decided instead 
to slowly clip him by hand.

First, we freed his eyes from 
the knots of hair that shrouded 
his sight, then the rest of his 
face, his chest, back and legs, 
and finally his tummy, which 
was matted so badly, his skin 
was being pulled in all 
directions. We slowly
clipped away, and as
we did, it seemed as
though a heavy weight 
was lifted from Shel-
don’s spirit. He became 
more receptive to us, 
albeit on his own terms. 
Then, the littlle Shih 
Tsu started to play fetch
with us!

Before long we started 
looking for the perfect 
home for Sheldon, one 
     Continued on page 2

Sami Abdallah
Laurie Ackermann
Albany Subaru
Amazon Smile
Heather Anderson
Judith Anderson
Keith Anderson
Meredith Anderson
Emma Arroyave
Caly Ball
Clelia Baur 
Deon Thomas Bell
Benevity Fund
Matthew Berry 
Sheryl Bielenberg
Jon Buxton
Jon Buzto 
Nikki Carbani
Cats on Death Row
Anthony Cellars
Gloria Childs
Wendy Critten
Bill Cole

Deanna Cook

Debra Corbella
Taylor & Kaitlyn   
   Cuisinot 
Fred Dickens
Angelina DeSouza
Dogs on Death Row 
Freeling & Associates
Romeo Gil & Ann Gallo
Samela Gentle
Greater Good
Habitats for Dogs & Cats
Kimberly Heilman
Jack Hicks
Adam Hunt
Alyssa Hunter
Darrell & Carolynn Jarrett
Dee Johnson
Sarah & Jason Juillarat

Christine Kenyon
Joan Kramer
Tony Lang
Sandra Leggit
Duane Lilly

Leticia Matthis
Bonita Monet
Minnie Morris
Walt & Susan Mullins
Johnathan Nance
Jill Nettleman
Olivia Noble
Jeff & Kim Nester
Diane Olsen
Alvaro Pastor
Petfood Express
Max & Wanda Putra
Henriette Radunz 
Jorge Raminez 

Rescue Bank
Elisa Roarke
Janice Rudd
Sally Sanders
Matteo Staffaroni
Rosalind Stelle
Jennifer Sum
Janet Tishma
Anthony Suite-
   Thomson
Stephanie Tepping
Alicia Tom
Maria Vallencia
Valarie Hall Vestino
Diana Vigus 
Angelina Ward

Idell Weydemeyer
Dana Williams
(partial list)

Vol. 10  No. 4 August 2021Newsletter of Animal Refugee Response

Donor Appreciation

Thank you!
Your support makes it possible

Wish List
MOST URGENT NEEDS:

Dry Cat Food (Nutro, Natural Balance)

Canned Cat Food (Pro Plan)

Canned Dog Food (Pedigree)

Potty Pads
Dog Harnesses - small sizes

Clumping Cat Litter

ONGOING NEEDS:
Liquid Laundry Detergent

Bleach
Mr. Clean

Cat and Dog Toys
Dog & Cat Beds
Paper  Towels

MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED 
BY MAIL: Animal Refugee Response
  11767 Candy Lane
  Lower Lake, CA 95457
ONLINE: animalrefugee.org/donate
BY PHONE: 707/330-3747
100% of monetary donations are used directly for the care and 
vet costs of animals who are out of options through no fault of 
their own. Funds are never used for euthanasia.
Ask about setting up an automatic monthly donation.
Upon request, a gift card acknowledging your donation will be 
sent to the person of your choice, in honor of, in memory of, 
or other. Choose cat or dog image. 
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           ARR residents, Grandpa, a large and confident 19 year old cat,
 and, Phoenix, who survived life-threatening burns as a young puppy.

Also see our Wish List 
on Amazon & Chewy

Animal TimesHappy Birthday
 to Vic 

in heaven
Debra Corbella

Happy Anniversary
Vince

Forever, Blythe
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In Memory of
D. G. Meremeyer

from
Idell Weydemeyer

From Struggle 
to Snuggle

At left, Sheldon when he arrived at Animal Refugee Response. 
At right, Sheldon one year after he was adopted.

2021’s Coolest Cats
Most of us in rescue know that when find-
ing homes for cats, the black cats are last 
to go. Personally, I have never understood 
this since the black cats I have known 
have been sweet, social and very smart. 
Some experts even claim that due to their 
genetic diversity, black cats tend to live 
healthier lives. But still, the black cats 
wait, seen as unlucky or even possessed.

Well, things have finally changed! Super-
stition has been cast aside. The summer 
of 2021 has seen the popularity of black 
cats soar! Black kittens, black cats, long 
hair, short hair, males and females are 
all in demand. We are absolutely thrilled 
that people are now discovering the true 
nature and charm of the black cat! 

Love Unconditionally 
One of the most excep-
tional qualities dogs and 
cats bring is their ability 
to love uncon-
ditionally. More 
than loyalty,
obedience, 
or heroism, 
unconditional 
love has no 
boundries. 
Uncondition-
al love never wanes. 
It is given freely and 
completely, and without 
reservation. 

Even when we are busy, 
in a bad mood, or tired, 
our pet’s love still sur-

rounds us. We 
can be confi-
dent of that.

And although 
they don’t 
expect such a 
love in return, 
our dogs and 

cats deserve to be loved 
with all of our being too. 
Like us, they would cher-
ish the experience.



One of the most coveted cat 
breeds, the Siamese is also one 
of the oldest cat breeds. Origi-
nally from Siam, now known as 
Thailand, they were owned only 
by royalty. It is said that these 
royal cats roamed the palace 
guarding the spirits of the royal 
ancestors. 

Through our rela-
tionship with Va-
caville PetSmart, 
Animal Refugee 
Response was 
referred to Dublin 
PetSmart, where 
three Siamese 
cats had been 
staying in their Pet 
Hotel. Sadly, two 
of the magnificent 
cats had devel-
oped blockages 
during their stay, 
and had to un-
dergo abdominal 
surgeries. Then, 
their owner contacted the Hotel 
advising them that she was not 
returning for her cats, due to 
family issues. PetSmart policy 
was to either surrender the cats 
to an established rescue, or eu-
thanize them.

Wanting to do right by these spe-
cial cats, the Dublin PetSmart 

manager drove the cats to Napa, 
meeting our volunteer half way. 
When they arrived at Animal 
Refugee Response we watched 
them emerge from their trans-
port carriers as the other cats 
gathered around with interest. 
They had never seen cats such 

as these, with 
their long, svelte 
bodies, chiseled 
faces, and stunning 
blue eyes. There 
was no hissing or 
intimidation as the 
new cats explored. 
They were benevo-
lent, and the others 
accepted them. 
And when the Si-
amese discovered 
they were free to 
go outside into the 
garden, it was clear 
that they accepted 
this place as their 
new domain.

The Siamese cats quickly be-
came favorites of our volunteers 
who adore them everyday. And as 
a daily ritual, the largest named 
Thor, patrols the garden, much as 
he would have roamed the palace 
in ancient times, encountering the 
other cats on his way who give 
him gentle head butts of respect 
and love.

Dog and cat friendships are not 
the norm, nor should they be 
expected, as in the natural or-
der of things, instinct is strong, 
and dogs and cats have a 
longstanding pred-
atory relationship. 
In fact, it should 
be assumed that 
they will behave 
as enemies. The 
fact is, dogs pose 
a significant risk to 
cats, and can kill 
them in seconds. Cats too, have 
been known to injure a dog’s 
eyes and nose severely.

But once in a while, with certain 
dogs and certain cats, a special 
relationship emerges. There is 
no fear, no urge to chase, cap-

ture and kill, there is only trust, 
and respect, and most of all, 
there is love.

When a dog and a cat find 
comfort and joy 
in each other, 
they often can 
be found groom-
ing each other, 
following each 
other around the 
yard, playing, 
and sleeping 

together. When a dog and a cat 
who seem to have nothing in 
common, not even their spe-
cies, form a deep bond, it goes 
beyond instinct. It is a testament 
to their individual character. It 
is something extraordinary, and 
should be treated as such.

Recent
Adoptions

Rosie
Lucky little 
Rosie was 
adopted by 
the Carmany 
family from San 

Francisco. She has a lot of energy 
and is bringing smiles to the faces of 
everyone in the household.

Fiona
The Bells adopted 
a beautiful long 
hair kitten named 
Fiona. She purred 
in their arms as 
soon as she was 
picked her up! 
Now in her new 
home she is a very playful kitten.

Grayson
Tiny Grayson went 
to live with Tina who 
had adopted two shy 
chihuahuas named 
Jack and Diane from 
us a year ago. The 
whole family is get-

ting along very well.

Jenny
Stephanie was so 
happy to adopt lit-
tle Jenny to be her 
indoor companion.  
As well as playing 
throughout her 
new home, Jenny 
is eating very well and growing a lot!

Flor
Sheryl chose 
a petite kitten 
named Flor to 
become her 
new companion. 
Flor is now very 
comfortable in 

her new home as well as best friends 
with Sheryl. 

Amber
Young Amber was 
looking to bond 
with someone 
special, and she 
found that person 
when Adam came 
and adopted her. 
Amber is learning 
basic commands and Adam is very 
proud of her.

More
Adoptions

Arthur
Arthur and his 
sister Gabrielle 
were adopted by 
the Heilman family. 
It is such a gift to 
adopt two siblings 
together and let 

them grow up to live side by side for 
the rest fo their lives.

When A Dog and A Cat 
Become Best Friends

Andy
Clelia fell in love with 
little Andy, a hand-
some Abyssinian 
mix. The kitten is 
growing up feeling 
loved and confident 

in his new home, and he loves Clelia 
very much.

where he would be accepted 
and loved for the dog he is, and 
where he would thrive for the 
rest of his life!

Well, along came Debby all the 
way from Ne-
vada. She was 
familiar with Shih 
Tsus, and made 
a tender connec-
tion with Sheldon 
immediately. He 
walked with her, 
sat on her lap, and 
got into the car 
with her without objection.

Now a year later, the sad dog 
we thought was a senior has 
joy in his heart again! Debby 
reflects on building a solid re-
lationship with Sheldon. “It was 
better when I stopped feeling 

sorry for whatever his prior 
life was and trying to “make it 
better”. He did so much bet-
ter when I gave him structure, 
routine and someone to look to 

for direction and 
support.”

Sheldon now goes 
to the groomer 
without an issue. 
He is able to meet 
new people. He 
has confidence 
that Debby will not 
leave him. 

Sheldon has come so far! 
We are proud to have started 
him on that journey to a new 
and better life. And thank you, 
Debby for believing in him, and 
patiently guiding him the rest of 
the way. 

Dozer
Three month old 
Dozer went to live 
with the Buxton 
family in Pleasant 
Hill. Dozer has be-
come very attached 
to them in just a few 

weeks time. They plan to enroll him in 
puppy training classes soon.

Candy
Candy was adopt-
ed by the Hunters. 
They adore Candy, 
and soon after the 
adoption, the family 
grew again with the 
birth of their baby.

Struggles to Snuggles
continued from page 1

Royal Refugees

The volunteers of Animal Refugee 
Response have always been an im-
portant part of our organization. Their 
dedication, care with our animals, and 
good work ethic is immensely valued. 
But we would like to give them an 
extra special thank you for stepping 
up even more as Blythe completes 
cancer treatment and learns to walk 
with a prosthetic leg. We really appre-
ciate their spirit.

Special Thanks


