
Sami Abdallah
Albany Subaru
Amazon Smile
Judith Anderson
ASPCA
AT&T Your Cause
Benevity Fund
Alexis Blackman
Pamala Blanchard
Halyana Brooks
Carrie Brown
Lucy Byard
Cats on Death Row
Chevron Your Cause
Leo Chin
Maria Civano

Debra Corbella
Coyote
Shleen Craig
Dogs on Death Row
Susan Dold

Brian Donahue
Elisha & Samuel Doty
Stephen Dunkle & 
  Deborah Charych
Steven Elliott
Roxabeth Frausto
Freeling & Associates
Maria Elena Gomez

Greater Good
Habitats for Dogs & Cats
Chuck Hansen

Jess Harper 
Wesley Hepworth
Jan Hochschild 
Jen Hunt
Jameson Humane
Darrell & Carolynn Jarrett

Nancy & Joe King
Peter Kubbler
Loree Lee
Suzanne Lee
Amy Leith
Viki Lewkowitz
Jennifer Meeker
Lisa Morci
Elaine Miyamori

Lisa Moreci
Chelsea & Carl Morris
Tracy Nguyen
Patentreger Family
Petfood Express
Tabatha Pryer
Max & Wanda Putra
Deborah Reese
Rescue Bank
Eric Rhodes
Wanda Roe
Jason Sierra

Matteo Staffaroni
Subaru USA
Kimberley Swanson
Louise Tang

Yuri van der Vegt
Robyn Verhil
Shannon Wade
Wahl
Barbara Wahlborg &
  Jean Yanich

Idell Weydemayer
Melanie Whitlock
Lynn Winslow II
Marcie & Dave Woychik
Samantha Zeppeni
(partial list)

Vol. 9  No. 4 December 2020Newsletter of Animal Refugee Response

Donor Appreciation

Your support makes it possible

Wish List
MOST URGENT NEEDS:

Dry Cat Food (Nutro, Natural Balance)

Canned Cat Food (Friskies)

Canned Dog Food (Pedigree)

Potty Pads
Dog Harnesses - small sizes

Clumping Cat Litter

ONGOING NEEDS:
Liquid Laundry Detergent

Bleach
Mr. Clean

Cat and Dog Toys
Fleece Blankets
Paper  Towels

MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED 
BY MAIL: Animal Refugee Response
  11767 Candy Lane
  Lower Lake, CA 95457
ONLINE: animalrefugee.org/donate
BY PHONE: 707/330-3747
100% of monetary donations are used directly for the care and 
vet costs of animals from Lake and Contra Costa Counties.
Ask about setting up an automatic monthly donation.
Upon request, a gift card acknowledging your donation will be 
sent to the person of your choice, in honor of, in memory of, 
or other. Choose cat or dog image. 
Donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
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           ARR residents, Grandpa, a large and confident 18 year old cat,
 and, Phoenix, who survived life-threatening burns as a young puppy.

Also see our Wish List 
on Amazon & Chewy

In memory of 
Lollipop, the cat

by 
Idell Weydemayer

Animal Times

In 
loving memory 

of Vic

Finding Inspiration
The transition from being a walking person to an 
amputee has been both physically and emotionally 
difficult. I find myself frustrated by my new reality of 
limitations, and very, very impatient with the healing 
process. I am rejecting well intentioned advice to 
throw in the towel with animal rescue. Why should 
the animals suffer just because of my own adversity? 
I have always been very hands-on in my work with 
animals. I love them. I am ever so grateful to family 
and volunteers who have picked up the slack left by 
my reduced physical participation. But at times I find 
myself feeling pretty useless.

Then I look at Kriss, who has perfected walking–even 
running–as a three-legged dog, and Rooey, who 
hops like a bunny due to deformed front limbs, and 
Sweet Pea, whose legs are so distorted by arthritis 
she cannot stand, and Chino, whose lifelong hip 
deformity makes walking and standing very chal-
lenging, and Sadie and Olive whose degenerative 
bone disease has stolen their ability to support their 
weight, and Teddy, born with no connection between 
his brain and his limbs. 

These are animals who have come to us because 
of their mobility issues, most so much more severe 
than my own. Despite their inability to get from here 
to there without calculated logistics and major ef-
fort, they have adapted to their reality. They do what 
needs to be done to get from here to there, and they 
do it with purpose and determination. They have all 
found ways to live on with joy, to accept assistance 
at times, and to make the most of their lives. I look at 
them with awe and aspire to follow their example. 

Happy Birthday
Vince

in heaven

Thinking outside the 
box to facilitate adop-
tions while maintaining 
safety pro-
tocol during 
COVID-19, 
our recent Vir-
tual Adoption 
Event, spon-
sored by 
ASPCA and 
Albany Suba-
ru was a care-
fully planned 
experiment. But even 
with the best laid plans, 
it nearly didn’t happen. 

As the event began, we 
received a PSPS (Public 
Safety Power Shutdown) 

advisory in 
our area, 
and sure 
enough the 
winds began 
to whip, the 
tempera-
tures spiked, 
and the 
power was 
shut off. No 

computers, no lights, no 
charging. Our event 
       continued on page 3

Virtual Adoption Event Results 
in 34 Adoptions Thanks to 
Albany Subaru & ASPCA

Highlights of an 
Unforgettable Year

RECORD ADOPTIONS
Adoptions soared beginning in 
Spring 2000 as people stayed 
home due to COVID-19. Often 
with over 200 inquiries on a single 
animal, high quality homes were 
abundant. Many adopters traveled 
hundred of miles for their new pet.

PROVIDING ASSISTANCE
Requests for assistance jumped 
in 2020 as pet owners struggled 
to provide for their animals during 
the pandemic. Animal Refugee 
Response made it our priority to 
provide food and vet care assis-
tance with the goal of keeping 
pets in their homes.

PHENOMENAL VOLUNTEERS
Animal Refugee Response has 
been blessed with motivated and 
compassionate volunteers who 
give their time and energy to in-
sure the highest quality of life and 
happiness for our animals. 

Celebrating 
the life of 

Ruby

In
loving memory of 

Lorna

With thanks for 
the work of 

Animal 
Refugee Response



The first and most important 
step in learning to communicate 
with your new dog is forming a 
strong bond between you so the 
animal feels safe 
and connected 
to you. Once this 
bond is present, 
the dog will be 
more inclined 
to listen to you, 
strive to meet 
your expecta-
tions, and suc-
cessfully learn 
how to behave 
and interact in 
positive ways.

Communication starts with you. 
You set the tone. It should be 
loving and positive. Learning to 
communicate with your dog is a 
process, like learning a foreign 
language. It doesn’t happen in a 
day. You work on it, practice it, 

and eventually perfect it.
Your dog will respond best to 
simple and consistent com-
mands. For instance, saying 

“sit” to your dog 
works better than 
saying “have a 
seat” some of the 
time and “sit” at 
other times.

Starting a com-
mand with your 
dog’s name can 
also be helpful. 
Saying “Lola, sit” 
tells your dog that 
you are address-
ing her, and it is 

time to listen.

Finally, be sure to reward suc-
cess. Treats, praise and pets 
are excellent teaching tools. 
Remember most of all your dog 
wants to please you.

Recent
Adoptions

Sophie
Little Sophie, a sev-
en pound chihuahua 
was a bit shy meet-
ing new people. But 
when Maria Elena 
came to meet her, 
Sophie was imme-

diately comfortable with her, and she 
was adopted her that day.

Daisy
Judy fell in love with 
Daisy, a little Shh 
Tsu mix and Daisy 
responded follow-
ing her around the 
yard. And the two 

lots of walks. Soon, they went home 
together to Oregon.

Amber & Onyx
Although they didn’t 
look anything alike, 
Amber and Onyx 
were bonded sib-
lings. Mary and 
David adopted the 
two together, giving the kittens the gift 
of staying together for life.

Jessie
Handsome Jes-
sie, an 8 week old 
Shepherd mix, one 
of a litter of 4, caught 
the eye of Maria. 
He loved being held 
close and it didn’t 

take long for Maria decide to bring him 
home with her.

Misty
Little Misty, an unusu-
al female orange tab-
by kitten was adopted 
by Don and Ramil to 
be their one and only 
pet. She is enjoying 
a wonderful new life, growing up in a 
warm and loving home.

Brock
Handsome little 
Brock, an outgoing 
and athletic little 
orange kitten was 
determined to be 
noticed. And the 

Patentreger family did notice him, 
and decided to bring him home.

Minet
Little Minet, a 
five month old 
chestnut colored 
Dachshund mix 
befriended Leo 
and Jeanne and 
they decided to 
bring her home to join their family.

More
Adoptions

Dolly
Louise came all the 
way from Oakland 
to adopt an older 
Jack Russell mix 
named Dolly. Louise 
was impressed with her well-polished 
leash skills and sweet personality.

Jasper
Young Jasper was 
the largest of his 
litter, but also the 
shyest. But Wesley 
and his family had a 
lot of love to give and 

decided to adopt the beautiful tabby 
kitten anyway.

was at a standstill. Zoom meet-
ings that had already been set 
up for potential adopters to meet 
animals one-on-one had to be 
postponed. Facebook updates 
could not be posted. Health Re-
cords of animals adopted could 
not be emailed. People were 
very understanding and patient.

The power was finally restored 
three days later, and we quickly 
resumed our event, zooming, re-
sponding to inquiries and beam-
ing adoption forms and records 
to adopters all over Northern 
California.

Aside from the PSPS glitch, the 
virtual format proved to be an 
effective way to reach potential 
adopters, and to facilitate lots of 
high quality adoptions. In fact, 
near the end of the event, we 
had to add dogs because we 
were running out!

We very much appreciate the 
support of Albany Subaru and 
ASPCA in this timely virtual pet 
adoption experience. By the end 
of the event, 34 lucky dogs and 
cats had found loving, stable and 
permanent homes while main-
taining safety protocols.

Virtual Adoption continued from page 1

A Shepherd Explosion!
Of the many calls we have received over 
the past few months about litters of puppies 
needing help, remarkably, four of these litters, 
a total of 16 puppies were Shepherd mix! 
Ranging in age from 5 weeks to 3 months 
old, we have been able to find loving homes 
for all of these adorable creatures. 

No doubt, kittens are cute and en-
tertaining, but let’s take a minute to 
talk about the mature cat. Done with 
using your couch as their scratching 
post, and your curtains as their jungle 
gym, they have developed a calmer 
disposition, good house manners, 
and are more likely to sit and purr in 
your lap. They are content to be your 
quiet companion for the rest of their 
lives. Opening your heart to a mature 
cat is a real gift because so many of 
them need loving homes.

The Perfect Companion

Feeding 99 
Cats a Day
Although Animal Refugee Response is 
known mainly for its dogs, we actually pro-
vide a safe place for more cats than dogs. 
So many cats have find their way to Animal 
Refugee Response: orphan babies needing 
bottle feeding and hourly care, homeless 
kittens by the hundreds, adults who have 
lost their homes, and seniors who have lost 
their beloved people. 

Many find wonderful, loving homes quite 
quickly, but just as many stay with us, some 
for a while, and some forever. This means 
that on any given day, we have a lot of cats 
to feed. There are also needy cats in the 
community that we feed.

So, if you feel inclined to donate food or 
supplies for our animals, please remember 
our cats. We have wish lists on Amazon, 
Chewy, and on page 4 of this newsletter. We 
would very much appreciate your support.

Learning to Communicate 
with Your New Dog

Ellie
Alexis adopted 
Ellie, a sweet and 
social young cat 
who lost her eye 
as a baby. Ellie will 
join the family’s 

other cat, Tidbit, adopted from ARR 
in having the run of the house.


