
Monetary donations are always appreciated.

• BY MAIL: Animal Refugee Response

11767 Candy Lane

Lower Lake, CA 95457

• ONLINE: animalrefugee.org/donate (through PayPal)

• BY PHONE: Call (510) 230-3758 or (707) 330-3747

Upon request, a donation gift card will be sent to the person of your choice
Choose in honor of, in memory of, or custom. Choose dog or cat image.

Donations are tax deductible.

Donor Appreciation
Albany Subaru
Amazon Smile
Heather Anderson
Keith Anderson
Animal Coalition of
Lake County
Judy Barbosa
Benevity Fund
Cats on Death Row
K. Chan
Chevron
Chimes Printing
Vince Corbella
Dogs on Death Row
Marian Fay Trust

Susan Flagg
Steven Forde
Rebecah Freeling
Judy Hall

Habitats for Dogs & Cats
Lorraine Hart
Linda Hernandez
Jen Hunt
Yasuko Kaya

Christina Keyes
Marty Kimes
Valerie Kirchgasler

Greg Kazelka
Rosalie Levinson

Loree Lee
John & Darcy Nakamura
Jennifer Patchen
Pet Food Express
Pet Food Bank
Max & Wendy Putra
Marykay Richey
Matteo Staffaroni
Rosalind Stelle

Roy & Fay Swanson
Target
Gary & Colleen Tipp
Tammy Torres
Diana Vigus
Margaret Whitworth
Catherine Willis
Lorraine Woods
J. Yamagata
(partial list)

Wish List
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Thank you for your support!
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15 year old diabetic cat, Leche, and
3 year old Santos, a pit bull born with hydrocephalus and a spinal deformity

MOST URGENT NEEDS:

Canned Cat Food

Cat Litter

Dry Cat Food

Potty Pads

Paper Towels

Fleece Blankets

Dog & Cat Toys

REGULAR NEEDS:

Pet Beds

Small & Extra small dog sweaters

Mops & Brooms

Trash Bags

Floor Cleaner

Bleach

Liquid Laundry Detergent

For all the 
wonderful work of
Animal Refugee 

Response
by Steven Forde

HELP US COLLECT
5,000 lbs of Cat Litter

An Exception in the
Pecking Order
Based largely on the concept
‘only the strong survive’, the
place of older animals in the so-
cial order of felines favors youth.
In the wild for instance, the
strongest lion is the leader of the
pride, and maintains his position
until he is challenged by
younger males. Eventually the
older lion is cast out or killed,
and replaced with the younger,
stronger leader.

In small cats, both feral and do-
mestic groups, the same kind of
social order is present. Young
males eat first, get the pick of
sleeping places, and best place
in the sun. 

On the other hand, there are an-
imals, like elephants who honor
their elders, surrounding them
for safety, giving them priority in

Continued on page 3
19 year olf Maxi is respected by our other cats

Animal Refugee Response is holding a Cat Litter drive
this Spring for our Sanctuaty cats. A clean cat box is
not only a matter of health, it is a matter if comfort. We
hope you will help us reach our goal of collecting
5,000 pounds of cat litter by May 31.

There are several easy ways you can participate:

1 Go to Chewy.com and order litter shipped free to 

ARR at 11767 Candy Lane, Lower Lake, CA 95457.

2 Drop of litter donations for ARR in our barrell at 

Animal Care Clinic at Raley’s Plaza in El Sobrante.

3 Make a donation by PayPal through our website:

animalrefugee.org with the note “litter drive”.

4 Go to catspride.com/litterforgood and nominate 

Animal Refugee Response to receive free cat litter.

A 35 pound box of clumping litter costs an average of

$12.50. Please give the gift of litter to our cats today. 

Lessons from Rooey
In the shadow of a recent family health cri-
sis, I have turned to Rooey, a parapalegic
Chihuahua for widom. Born with deformed
front limbs, the cards were stacked against
him from the start. No corrective surgery,
rehabilitation or special cart would help him
walk. Yet now five years old, there hasn’t
been a day that Rooey’s smile hasn’t lit up
the room. He enjoys every experience and
encounter. His heart is full of love, not bit-
terness. Rooey makes the most of his life
and doesn’t dwell on what he cannot do.
His example is what inspires me through
this very difficult time.

Rooey, the happiest dog in the world cannot walk.

With thanks for
Coco

by Christina Keyes

In Honor of 
Shadow

by 
Roy & Fey Swanson



Ginger
Never held by hu-
mans as a puppy,
Ginger has had a
hard time learning
to trust. But since
coming to our

sanctuary she has made great
strides making friends with both dogs
and people.

Hypno
After being at-
tacked by a dog,
Hypno lost his rear
leg. He is now en-
joying living in a
safe place where
he never has to worry about preda-
tors again.

Lucy
A rare survivor of
distemper, Lucy
was left with per-
manent neurolog-
ical tremors,
even in her

sleep. Still she is a happy and ac-
tive dog who really loves life.

Duke
Found with his
umbilical cord
still attached,
Duke fought for
his life and is
now a handsome
12 year old siamese tabby with
striking blue eyes.

Richard
10 year old Chi-
huahua mix,
Richard is having
a blast at our
sanctuary where
he is one of the

larger dogs and his confidence is 
at an all time high.

At Our 
Sanctuary

Inseparable

Vinnie
6 month old Vin-
nie found a won-
derful home
where he will be
a safe and loved
as a totally in-
door cat. He is

very, very happy!

Lulu
Lucky Lulu was
adopted into a
very happy new
home with Darcy
and John. In her
first time away
from her littermates, the tiny chi-
huahua pup feels safe and warm.

Sunny &
Sunshine
Very affection-
ate siblings
Sunny and Sun-
shine went to
live with Marty

and her husband to be their new
purr buddies.

Oreo
Although we will
all miss him, little
Oreo went to a
new home when
he finally found a
special person he
could trust. He and his new person,
Lauri are now special friends.

Magic
A very well ad-
justed former pet,
Magic now has a
new home with a
family who loves
to pet him and

never tries of his demonstrative
purring!

Recent
AdoptionsKriss and Kojack came to Ani-

mal Refugee Response about
the same time, though from
separate circumstances. Kriss,
a handsome blonde Corgi was
used as a bait dog. He was
found by a good samaritan
mauled and in shock, dumped
in the bushes to die. Animal
Refugee Response took re-
sponsibility for
his medical
care, and al-
though he lost
a rear leg, and
needed a trans-
fusion, he sur-
vived the
horrific experi-
ence.

Kojack, a 3
pound Chi-
huahua was
found by the
side of the road,
locked in a small transport car-
rier along with another dog.
They must have been there for
several days. Both dogs were
dehydrated and Kojack, who
was totally bald from an un-
treated skin condition was
badly sunburned.

The rehabilitation of Kriss and
Kojack brought them together
at our shelter at a time when
both were vulnerable. It was the
beginning of an inseparable
friendship. Kriss emerged from
his ordeal a frightened dog, un-
willing to trust people again.
Tiny Kojack was emotionally
outgoing but physically, without
fur he was always cold. 

He sought warmth next to Kriss,
and Kriss allowed him to cuddle

up to him and his thick blonde
coat. And when our caretakers
would enter the room, Kojack
felt Kriss begin to tremble, and
that little dog would stand in
front of him and bark fiercely, is-
suing a clear warning to stay
back. 

This went on for months, until
both dogs were healed. Eventu-

ally they were
ready to go out-
doors. To our
surprise, they
still stayed to-
gether, moving
as one around
the yard. Kriss’
three legged
gait was
matched by the
swift footsteps
of Kojack who
shadowed him
the whole time.

It has been six years since the
two dogs met. They are both
still with us. Some might say the
relationship of Kriss and Kojack
isn’t  healthy. Kriss was allowed
to avoid befriending people,
and Kojack was allowed to
present as an unfriendly dog. 

Well, our priority has been that
both dogs are happy. And they
are. Really happy. Their bond is
mutual and it serves both of
them. Kriss still keeps Kojack
warm, and Kojack still makes
Kriss feel safe from harm.

And patience pays off. Recently,
after clipping Kojack’s toenails,
we were able to do the same to
Kriss, with Kojack’s approval.
Sometimes trust and healing
just take a really long time. 

Sassy is 3 years old, healthy
and an experienced pet. She
ended up with us when her
person was out of options but
Sassy is showing signs of
stress. She really misses
being in a home with a spe-
cial person to love. She is
house trained and LOVES
people. She doesn't like cats
though. Her breed is mixed.
We think she is Shih Tzu and
perhaps poodle. Do you have
room in your heart for Sassy?

3 lb Kojack is serious about protecting his
best friend Kriss even though Kriss out-
weighs him by 25 pounds.

Sassy Needs a Home 

feeding, even mourning their deaths.

In our cat colony, we are witnessing be-
havior more like the elephants. It is es-
pecially evident watching the cats
engaging with a 19 year old diabetic cat
named Maxi.

Beyond the grey flecks on his forehead
and checks, Maxi’s advanced age is only noticeable because he
moves a bit slower and sleeps more than the others. But somehow
they know, and they make way for him. 

At the first sounds of the cans opening for their evening feeding,
Maxi joins the group of cats lovingly surrounding our feet waiting
for the line of plates to be served.  And when the food hits the first
plate, the others allow Maxi to step forwaard and be first to eat.

The pecking order has exceptions here. Perhaps it is because the
average age of our cats is 14. Perhaps it is because they know
there will always be enough for everyone. The lack of competition
and acceptance of all is really wonderful to see.

Pecking Order
Continued from page 1

Maxi eating before the others.
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