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Sue Flagg
Tarah Fleming
Martha Gonzalez
Elaine Guan
Karen Godfredsen
In Memory of
Filly
Rest in Peace
Good girl
Habitats for Dogs & Cats
Judy Hall
Linda Hernandez
Jen Hunt
Lydia Kam
Stephany Katsur
Kathy Kerr
Emily Kuhn
In Memory of
Rusty Bewby
by
Sandi & Eric
Lynn Khuu
Sachiko Kuwada
Julie Lajoie
Larry Lambert
Kao Lee

Sonya Lee
Dan Leaverton
Deborah Long
Ranell Longshore
Jean Loo
Lynn Lyons
Arlene Lee Maddox
Rene Martinez
Elizabeth Melton
Joseph Mitchell
Dawn Monteith
Paul Morris
Bobby Nelson
Julie Nomura
Novartis
Devin Nunez
Jacquelyne Olson
Daniel Pacheco
Rachael Patterson
Jennifer Patchen
Jahrena Pearson
Pet Food Express
Petsmart Charities
Barbara Pratt
Max & Wanda Putra
Vanessa Quintero

Phillip Ramirez
Rescue Bank
Brenda Rein
MaryKay Richey
Hector Rodriguez
Faraaz Sareshawala
San Pablo Community
Foundation
Matteo Staffaroni
Tatianna, Ruby & Meera
Truist
Krysten VanDegrift
Idell Weydemeyer
Sandra E. Welden
In Memory of
Cali
by
Margaret & Willie
Margaret Whitworth
Hathily Winston
For all the wonderful
work you do!
From Luna and
Odin's Mom
Your Cause
(partial list)

Thank you for your support!

Animal Times

Wish List
Fleece Blankets
Dog & Cat Beds
Dry Cat Food
Canned Cat Food
Cat Litter
Dry Fod Food
Canned Dog Food
Paper Towels
Trash Bags
Dog & Cat Toys
Ceramic Food Bowls
Floor Cleaner
Bleach
Sponge Mops
Brooms
Newspaper
Liquid Laundry Detergent
Monetary donations are always appreciated.
• BY MAIL: Animal Refugee Response
11767 Candy Lane
Lower Lake, CA 95457
• ONLINE: animalrefugee.org/donate using PayPal
• BY PHONE: Please call (510) 230-3758
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Donor Appreciation
Laurena Abril
Meghan Adkins
Phyllis Ager
Albany Ford Subaru
Jamilia Ashworth
Leni Allen
Anthony Arnold
ASPCA
Catherine Baker
Judy Barbosa
Anna Battaglia
Benevity Fund
John LeBourgeois
Isaac Brooks
Karen Calarco
Cats on Death Row
Chevron
Chimes Printing
Dana Cho
Marie Coppock
Vince Corbella
Kathy DeFabio
Rebecah Freeling
Danna Diaz Valero
Jennifer Davidhazy
Dogs on Death Row
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Winds of Change
Animal Refugee NO-KILL Shelter
has been at the center of the lifesaving work of Animal Refugee Response for almost seven years now.
It has served as a crucial community
safety net for animals (and pet owners) in crisis, and meant the difference between life and death for
thousands of West County animals.
ARR founder, Blythe
Lucero has been actively involved with
shelter operations
since the beginning.
Going forward, that
will no longer be the
case. Recently,
Blythe’s husband received the news that
his lung cancer was
back only three
months after completing treatment. He has been
given an imminent terminal diagnosis. Within weeks of that
devastating news, Blythe also found
out that her cancer had returned,
explaining recent fatigue and other
symptoms. Thus, it is with great sadness that Blythe has made the decision to leave the San Pablo shelter.

immediate need of life-saving care,
public education, spay/neuter, and
protection for special needs and elderly animals.
It was always the plan to open a
small sanctuary where the most elderly and disabled animals who have
found their way to us could live out
their lives in a comfortable setting
receiving the special care and assistance they need.

Although this is a
departure from ARR’s
long-term vision,
the organization
will continue its
NO-KILL mission.

Because the important role the shelter plays in the community, ARR’s
board of directors has insured it will
stay in place by choosing another
non-profit organization to step in
and continue its operation.
Although this is a departure from
ARR’s long term vision, the organization will continue its NO-KILL mission through its other activities
including assistance to animals in

Ironically, that sanctuary is now ready to
open. So, Blythe will
be taking the most elderly and disabled animals from the San
Pablo shelter to the
new sanctuary, and
will oversee that operation as long as possible, training her
replacement in the meantime.

Animal Refugee Response is very
grateful for the community support
we have received over the years for
both our NO-KILL shelter, and for
our ongoing activities to actively improve the lives of animals. We ask
for your continued support for our
new special needs sanctuary and
our work to support West County’s
most desperate animals through
emergency assistance and community education.
In addition we hope people will continue to share updates about the
wonderful animals they have
adopted, and about those we have
provided life-saving care. These updates are very meaningful to us.
Also see “Hopes & Dreams” on page 3

Introducing
Jelly’s Place
Jelly’s Place, a new non-profit animal welfare organization, was
founded at the beginning of 2017
by Julie Bainbridge, an experienced local animal rescuer. Julie’s
background includes 30 years
helping West County’s homeless
animals, and pet owners, feral cat
management using the TNR (trap/
neuter/release) method, caring for
sick and injured animals, and facilitating thoughtful adoptions.
Most recently she has become involved in rescuing dogs from
China’s meat trade.
Julie was one of the first volunteers at Animal Refugee Shelter,
and has shown her dedication to
the animals consistently over the
years, assisting with difficult rescue situations in the field and performing maintenance around the
shelter.
The organization she runs, Jelly’s
Place, is the non-profit selected
by Animal Refugee Response to
continue running the San Pablo
Shelter. We hope you will support
this organization in their efforts to
provide a safe place and a
brighter future for animals who
need help.
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Recent
Adoptions
Flor
When Flor was
abandoned at our
gate, she was a
sad and angry dog.
But soon someone
saw the true Flor.
Now she and her new person can
count on each other forever.

Cyrus

A good samaritan brought
Cyrus to us
when he was
dumped in the
industrial part of
town. He waited patiently for a special person to see what a truely
sweet cat he is and take him home.

Erin & Son
Erin and her son
were loved pets,
but their owner
passed away.
Lucky for them
Lindy adopted the
two seniors and took them home to
live out their lives together.

Pumpkin
A social and
easy-going cat,
when Pumpkin
found himself at
our shelter he
put his best foot
forward and soon found a loving
new home.

Pebble
An intelligent
and enthusiastic
Border Collie
pup, Pebble
found a great
home where
she is learning to be a very good
girl with lots of positive training.

Where Are They Now?
A segment sharing the stories about the lives of animals adopted from
ARR in years gone by, and the special people who care for them.

Ruby & the Jolly Family
Ruby was brought to Animal
Refugee Response by an Animal
Control officer, along with her pregnant sister after he seized them
from an intolerable situation. He
wanted them to have a chance.
Ruby had in fact
just had her puppies the week before. The pack of
17 dogs she had
been caged with
had attacked her
mercilessly after
she had given birth,
killing her babies
and wounding
Ruby. Her legs and
rear were riddled
with bite marks and
torn flesh when she
arrived.

human would ever allow it again.
One day Angela Jolly came to the
shelter looking for a dog to join her
family. Immediately she spotted
Ruby sitting at a safe distance
from dogs and people in her pen, enjoying the afternoon
sun. Angela asked us
to bring Ruby out,
which we did. Ruby
trembled and averted
her eyes, but Angela
persisted. Somehow
she believed in Ruby
and wanted to bring
her home where she
could run on the
beach and grow up
with her new baby.

And so Ruby was
adopted. And AnFor days she sat
gela’s intuition was
with her face buried
absolutely correct.
in the corner of the
Now a year and a
kennel, trembling,
half later, Ruby has
not trusting anyone,
become the very
The bond of love and trust between
human or canine.
special
friend of AnRuby and the Jolly family is nothing
sort of a miracle
gela’s son. She has
The rehabilitation of
bloomed into a warm,
Ruby and her sister went on for
gentle dog who loves to spend her
months. Finally we were able to
days playing with her boy, and her
get them to walk with us outside,
nights sleeping next to him.
take treats from our hands, and
begin to trust that no dog would at- Thank you Angela for believing in
tack them at any moment, and no
Ruby. She is a lucky girl.

FREE ADOPTION EVENTS
Thanks to an ASPCA grant in partnership with Subaru, Animal
Refugee Response will be offering fee-waived adoptions of dogs
and cats to loving and permanent homes on the following dates:

October 6 11 am - 4 pm
at Albany Subaru showroom - 718 San Pablo Ave., Albany
December 20 11 am - 4 pm
at Albany Subaru showroom - 718 San Pablo Ave., Albany

Hopes & Dreams

Lulu

Thoughts of ARR founder, Blythe
Lucero as she approaches retirement

Many people
wanted to
adopt Little
Lulu, but she
went home
with the person who convinced us who would find the very
best home to the little cutie.

I have resisted, pushing myself to
overcome like I see the animals do
so well, but eventually I have come
to the sad realization that I have to
revise my plans to reflect the realities of my health. Although I am no
longer able to physically move
mountains for these creatures, I will
never let go of my homes and
dreams for them.

Louie

I imagine a world where there is no
such thing as an abandoned animal left to understand he does not
matter, and, a lost animal would not
be allowed to dodge cars and
shiver at night. I dream of a world
where animals would never be
beaten or fought or neglected or
starved.

How do we get to this place? By
being an example of kindness and
empathy, by teaching our youngest
citizens they are part of a larger
picture, by actively stepping up
when the situation presents itself,
by making a positive impact.

My vision for animals is seamlessly
attached to my vision for society,
and it is very simple. I hope that
people will evolve to a place where
they understand that all living
things are connected, and that it
becomes a basic part of being
human to care for any living thing

My hopes and dreams for animals
are the same as for children, elderly and disabled people, and for
the poor. If everyone does their
part, we will become a kinder, gentler society, with pride in ourselves
and each other, and compassion
and respect for life itself.

more vulnerable than ourselves.

Obedience Training Does your Pet Have
for San Pablo Dogs a God Parent?
A dog with basic obedience training
is not only easier to handle in public, he or she is also less likely to
get in trouble at home because he
has learned what is expected of
him. Thanks to a grant from the
San Pablo Community Foundation,
Animal Refugee Response is offering a free dog training class to
dogs adopted by San Pablo residents. Proof of pet ownership and
residency are required. Limited
spaces in 2017. For more information, call (510) 230-3758.

More Adoptions

It’s something we don’t like to think
about, but what would happen to
your pet in the case of your death or
incapacity? Too often animals who
outlive their owners end up being put
down because no plan is in place. By
designating a god parent for your pet
you can make sure this does not
happen. Communicate your wishes
to the god parent. Post their contact
information on the inside of your
front door. Attach a copy to your will.
Your pet been loyal to you, a pet
plan is what you can do in return.

When Louie came
to us he didn’t
know his name.
We greeted him
everyday with
“Hello” and soon
that’s what he responded to. Now
he has been adopted and finally
feels like he belongs.

Titan
An athletic young
dog, we knew
Titan would make
a great family
pet. And sure
enough, he was
soon adopted
and now has a household of fun
playmates.

Tabby
Raised as a bottle
baby at our shelter, Tabby loved
people from the
time he was an infant. Now he has
a home of his own.

Simon
Simon was on his
own for quite a
while. With a
haircut and a
bath his happy
personality
showed through
and he was soon adopted.

