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In Honor of
Andrea Bergen
by
Laura Croft
Kathy DeFabio
Danielle Depianto
Ursula Jones Dickson
Dogs On Death Row
Bran Dresden

Donor Appreciation
Jean Loo
In Honor of
Molly & Bonnie
by
Mary Doleman

Stephen Dunkle &
Deborah Charych
Elizabeth Dunning
Erickson Apartment
Properties
Claudia Esteban
Yolanda Finstand
Rebecah Freeling
Suzanne Fox
Lisa Feeley
Elizabeth Fung
Mari-Jane Garling
In Honor of
Macho
by
Elizabeth Gibson
For
Danny
by
Elizabeth Gibson
Patricia Gillaspy
Gold Coast Fire
Extinguisher
Harvey Goodstein
Judy Hall
Theresa Haran

Julie Haddon
Janet Hochschild
F. Hernandez
Leslie Herrera
Lindsey Herzog
Douglas Howard
Thomas Hughes
Jen Hunt
Jameson Animal Rescue
Ranch
In the name of
Hazel & Diane
by
Peter & Cheryl Janke
Christine Johansen
Richard Johnson
Larry & Dolores Johnson
Eva Joo
Kelley Juravic
Lydia Kam
Suzanne Kauffman
Yasuko Kaya
In Honor of
Pumpkin
by
Micheal Kew
Michael & Jeanne Kew
Robin Kirpatrick
Betty Kwan
Rebecca Ledford
Sonya Lee

Steven Long
Citialic Lopez
Virginia Lun
In Memory of
Morgan
by
Mariam & Kathy
Deshana Mayfield
Robert McKenzie
Rebecca Minkoff
Elaine Miyamori
Merrill Lynch
Sandish Modkar
Keslee Nesmith
Ronald Newman
Ray & Maureen Orr
Renee Ortega
Edward Otten
Jennifer Patchen
Racel Paterson
Jeanne Patrick
Cameron Perridge
Linda Ann Perrin
Max & Wendy Putra
Christoper Richards
Mary Kay Richey
Geraldine Rodriguez
Matteo Staffaroni
Sara Staffaroni
Belinda Shavers
Kyle Spencer

Thank you for your support!

In Memory of
Olive, Callie & Kona
by
Terrill & Kristie Sandlin
In Honor of
Nia
by
Peter Simcich
Test Prep new York
Thelma Doelger Trust
for Animals
Dolores Thompson
Annabelle Travis
Juan Torres
Truist
Lindy Turner
Norbu Tsering
Annabelle Travis
Diana Vigas
Allison Vogal
In Honor of Cali
by her
2-legged parents,
The Whitworths
Paul Wieckowski
Chynna Wilson
Olivia Yamashita
Tairan Yang
(partial list)
For
Odin & Luna
from
Debra Young

Wish List
Most Urgent Needs:
Blankets (not electric)
Dry Cat Food
Canned Cat Food
Cat Litter
Dry Fod Food
Canned Dog Food
Paper Towels
Trash Bags
50 ft Hose
Ongoing Needs:
Small Dog Harnesses
Dog & Cat Toys
Ceramic Food Bowls
Floor Cleaner
Bleach
Mops/Mop Heads
Scrub Brushes
Brooms
Newspaper
Latex or Nitrile Gloves
Liquid Laundry Detergent
Hose Nozzles
Weed Wacker
Wheel Barrow
Electric Drill
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Showered with Community Giving
Albany Subaru Loves Pets
Albany Subaru is big on community giving, supporting
causes from youth sports to
cancer treatment. And, for the
second year in a row, they
held a month-long pet food
drive, and hosted an adoption
event for ARR in their showroom. In addition, through the
Subaru Love Promise, they
gave ARR a portion of each
car sold during the month of
October. Thank you!
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Albany Subaru General Manager John Nakamura made a
new friend at their showroom
adoption event

St. Joseph’s Presents for Pets
The City of San Pablo delivered a van and a pickup truck full of donations to Animal Refugee Response, collected from City employees
during their holiday giving drive.

When A City Pulls
Together for its Animals
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Albany Subaru
Phyllis Angella
Randall Archulete
Jasmine Arguello
Robyn Arville
Lianne Barbour
Nat Bates
Scott Bauer
Michael Bender
The Benevity Community
Impact Fund
The Barth Foundation
Signe Busby
Andrea Bergen
George Bernheim
Rachelle Bertumen
Patrick Campbell
Erika Casady
Cats on Death Row
Rebecca Clyde
Amy Coty
Chevron Your Cause
Chimes Printing
Jean Carico Cibula
Rosalinf Cook
Vince Corbella

The City of San
department, acPablo’s annual
companied by
holiday AdoptCity Councilman
a-Family proPaul Morris degram included a
livered a pick up
new twist this
truck and a van
year. Inspired
full of supplies to
by Police Execour shelter. The
utive Assistant,
generous donaSan
Pablo
City
CouncilTracey Thetion included
man, Paul Morris and
bodeau, City
food,
warm
the Police Dept’s, Tracey
employees also Thebodeau greet ARR’s blankets and
donated to the small dogs
beds, cleaning
community’s animals in
supplies, treats and toys
need by giving to Animal
for our shelter animals.
Refugee Response. Just
All of us at ARR apprecibefore Christmas, repreate this generous gessentatives from the police ture. Thank you!

Led by 3rd grade teacher,
Alexandra Leonardo, St. Joseph’s school of Pinole focused
on homeless pets for the holidays. They read the inspiring
true story of Hachiko, a dog in
Japan who was taken care of by
the community after his owner
passed away. Then they held a
school-wide collection for local
3rd grade teacher, Alexhomeless
animals called “Preandra Leonardo brought
“Presents for Pets” to ARR sents for Pets”. Thank you!

Pet Food Express Gives Back
Leading up to the holidays,
Pinole’s Pet Food Express
holds an annual donation event
for local shelter animals, encouraging their customers to
donate toys and treats. Their
customers were very generous! Staff member, Daniela
Rodriguez brought the donaTreats and toys donated by
tions to ARR making animals
customers of Pet Food Exfeel very special! Thank you!
press, Pinole
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Recent
Adoptions
Riley
Severely underweight and suffering from long
term neglect,
Riley’s luck
changed when
Margarida and Rui decided to adopt
him. Riley has never known such
love!

Pixie

Rescued from
on top of a freway sign, this
unusual female
orange tabby
found a wonderful new home with Clara.

Rosey
Little Rosey,
an orphan
Pekingese
puppy found
her soulmate
with Michael.
Now she is has a person who will
love and care for her for the rest
of her life.

Matilda
Prospects for
adoption are
few for adult,
black cats. But
Matilda was
lucky when Jasmine came along.
Now she has loving person and a
home to call her own.

Maggie
Chynna saw the
special light in
Maggie’s eyes.
A breast cancer
survivor, Maggie
now has a special person to pamper her in her sunset years.

Where Are They Now?
A segment sharing the stories about the lives of animals adopted from
ARR in years gone by, and the special people who care for them.

Lee & Mugsy
Since retiring, Lee filled her days
Pablo who actually had a reason
with volunteering in her commuto be grumpy. One of his rear legs
nity. As well as helping out at a
didn’t work, probably due being hit
local pre-school, she
by a car and not rewalked dogs at our
cieving treatment. But
shelter. Lee even orwhen Lee came, Pablo
ganized the kids at
held it up and eagerly
the pre-school to dowalked with her to the
nate things to the
other end of the sheldogs and cats at the
ter grounds and back!
shelter. The days she
And Lee encouraged
came to help at ARR,
him the whole way.
the dogs were very
She nicknamed him
excited to see her.
Mugsy. Soon Lee beShe would walk them
came his favorite perfor hours on end. And
son. And then one fine
in doing so she got to
day, Lee announced
know the personalithat she would like to
Lee and her special friends,
ties of our many small including Mugsy on her lap. adopt that little dog,
dogs quite well. While
and so she took him
some were immediately sweet and
home that very day.
loved to be held, there those were
Now over two years later, Mugsy
others who little toughies! But that
has learned thay he is one of
didn’t deter Lee at all. She
Lee’s family that includes a numwouldn’t take no for an answer.
ber of other much-loved small
Soon even the grumpiest of little
dogs. And while each of them has
dogs looked forward to walking
a very special place in her heart,
with her.
little Mugsy also has a special
There was one such dog named
place on her lap!

Thrown Away Like Garbage
Two days after Christmas, during her shift at a
local coffee house, Nancy was taking out the
trash in back of the building when she heard a
muffled whimper. She looked closer and saw a
box taped closed behind the garbage bins with
a note scribbled on it. “My name is Tatianna. I
am 17 years old. My owner can no longer take
care of me. I hope you will.” Nancy tore open
the box and found a shivering, elderly Pomeranian weighing no more than 5 pounds. She
brought it to ARR. The little creature had an eye
infection, bad teeth, was deaf and nearly blind
but was very relieved to be warm and safe, no
thanks to her irresponsible and callous owner.

Announcing WCC Pet Project
FREE Spay/Neuter Program!

More Adoptions

Exciting news! Thanks to generous grants received in 2016,
Animal Refugee Response will
begin West Contra Costa Pet
Project, a FREE spay/neuter
program for the dogs and cats of
very low income pet owners living in West Contra Costa
County. The program will begin
in the spring of 2017. Applications will be available in late
February 2017.

Sandi waited a
long time for the
perfect person.
Shanna came by.
It was love at first
sight for Sandi
and Shanna’s daughter.

WCC Pet Project is designed for
people committed to keeping
their pets who cannot afford
even low-income spay/neuter

options. Applicants will be required to provide specific income and residency information.
For those who do not qualify, referrals to local low cost programs will be made.
Animal Refugee Response is
very happy to be able to provide
this needed program in West
Contra Costa County. Our goal
is to make it an ongoing program. Those who would like to
donate to the future of WCC Pet
Project are encouraged to contact ARR at (510) 230-3758 or
blythe@animalrefugee.org.

Volunteers Help Restore
Hope to Homeless Animals
A lot of work is needed each day to
meet the basic needs of the many
animals in our care.
We are grateful to
those who volunteer
their time and energy
to help with this important work. While
the routine includes
cleaning kennels,
scooping poop, filling
water bowls, and
doing laundry, the impact of our volunteers
upon the animals is
much greater.
Although it is hard to
believe, animals who
have been separated from their
families due to crisis or convenience, animals who have only ever
known a glimpse of what it means
to be loved, and even animals who
have been neglected or abused

still want to be with people. At our
shelter, while volunteers tackle the
jobs that need to
be done each day,
the animals experience their kind
faces, special
greetings, even the
song they hum as
they work. The
mere presence of
our volunteers
gives the dogs and
cats a sense of
calm, a sense of
safety, a sense of
belonging.
As many our volunteers will tell you, they have
formed a special bond with one or
more of animals at our shelter.
These special connections present
a new beginning to an animal
without hope.

If you are 16 years or older and are interested in volunteering at our shelter, visit animalrefugee.org for a schedule of New Volunteer Trainings.

Sandi

Valentino
A former feral,
Valentino learned
people were okay
and so when
Magdalena decided to adopt
him, he became a
magificent house cat.

Chiquita
Chiquita came in
pregnant at 8
years old. When
her kids were
adopted, she
was spayed and
waited for someone to fall in love
with her. Well, Lindsey did just
that, and now Chiquita has a great
home of her own.

Flame
A beautiful flame
point siamese
kitten, Flame
was adopted by
Veronica with another kitten. Both
are enjoying their
great new home together.

Isabella
& Toby
A bonded pair,
Isabella and
Toby were
adopted together
by Jeanne who
understood right away that the bond
they shared was something that had
to be honored.

