
The Elks Club in El Sobrante is

the place to be on April 25th.

This is where the second an-

nual “Art by Animals” dinner

event is happening. The

evening will feature a unique

display and silent auction of

original works of art created by

ARR’s talented shelter dogs

and cats. 

Twenty four

paintings will

be shown dur-

ing the event.

Each canvas reflects the per-

sonality of the animal artist

through color, stroke and tex-

ture.  At last year’s event, every

painting sold during the

evening. 

The “Art by Animals” event

benefits Animal Refugee Re-

sponse and its NO-KILL shelter

that provides a safe place for

sick, injured, elderly and dis-

abled dogs and cats from our

community. The shelter also

takes in pets whose families

have lost their homes, and

those who have outlived their

owners, giving them a place to

live while waiting for new loving

homes.

In addition to

the art show,

there will be a

one-of-a-kind

fashion show

starring our

shelter dogs, also, special

guests, great raffles and more.

Dinner will be catered by Cafe

Soleil.

Tickets must be purchased in

advance. Tickets are available

online at animalrefugee.org/

events, by phone at 510/230-

3758, or in person at the shel-

ter at 2905 San Pablo Dam Rd.

in San Pablo. 

Dry Dog Food

Canned Dog Food

Dry Puppy Food

Puppy Milk Replacer

Dry Cat Food

Canned Cat Food

Kitten Food

Kitten Milk Replacer

Blankets (not electric)

Dog Toys

Cat Toys

Large Metal Food Bowls

Small Metal Food Bowls

Large Ceramic Food Bowls

Small Ceramic Food Bowls

Floor Cleaner

Bleach

Mops

Scrub Brushes

Brooms

Rakes

Paper Towels

Newspaper 

Latex Gloves

Nitrile Gloves

Laundry Detergent

Trash Bags

Hose Nozzles

Pooper Scoopers

Leashes
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In Memory of
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Dogs on Death Row
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Anna May
Veronica McIntyre
Mary Ann Meany
Brain Merino
Jeff Meyers
Paul Morris
Rita Moore
Oakland Raiders
Oakland As
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For the love of animals
by Jolyn Parker

& friends

Petco Foundation
Gina Phillips
Precious & Leah
Susan Pricco
Max & Wanda Putra
Raley’s

Deborah Ramirez
Eric Rhodes
Mary Kay Richey
Luciiano Rodrigues
Meredith Roberts
Helen Schein
Arlene Seifert
Skin Sense
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In Memory of
Christopher Miles

by Cecilia & Earl Combs
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FEED & SUPPLY

THIS EVENT HAS BEEN MADE POSSIBLE BY THE GENEROSITY OF:

Desiree’s

Pink Poodle

Some of us have been lucky enough in our

lives to have found our soulmate, that per-

son who inexplicably completes us, the one

we feel safe and at peace with, that person

who we can’t imagine moving through life

without. Anyone who has experienced such

a deep connection knows it is something to

be treasured and allowed to flourish. 

In the animal world, deep attachments be-

tween two creatures also occur. Bonded

pairs, as animal soulmates are called can

be siblings, parent and child, or simply kin-

Jimmy and Juliet found each other at the shelter
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Continued on page 2

FREE ADOPTION WEEKEND
May 30- 31, 2015

FREE dogs & cats to qualified homes. 10 am - 6 pm.
MADDIE’S

FUND

Animal 
Soulmates

Last Call for Tickets!
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Lilly
Lovely Lilly was

very shy but

when Nancy

came to meet

her, she made

friends with her almost immedi-

ately. Lucky Lilly went to her new

home that day.

Lobo
Nicole fell in love

with Lobo, a

sweet wolfhound

mix. She adopted

him to be her for-

ever friend. Lobo

is loving his new home.

Ivory
Ivory had many

admirers, but fi-

nally went home

with Angelica

who appreciates

her gentleness

and calm personality. The two are

very happy together.

Phatty
Cute little
Phatty, a shep-
herd mix puppy
was adopted by
Kim and Adam
to grow up as a
member of their

loving family. Lucky Phatty!

Bambi
Affectionate

and sweet, all

of Bambi’s sib-

lings were

adopted one by

one. She pa-

tiently waited until one day she

found a home with a kind woman

named Jennifer.

Jimmy
A handsome

Wheaton Terrier

mix, Jimmy

found a won-

derful home

with Nicky, who

came to the shelter and fell in love

with the big fuzzy boy.

Lisa
Beautiful Lisa
was thoughtfully
chosen by Stacy
to be her new
pampered pet.
And Lisa has
made friends
with the chihuahua of the house.

Roxy
Roxy, a cute lit-

tle Doxy pup

was adopted

by Brittney to

be her new

best friend.

Roxy could not

be happier to have a new home

and someone to hold her close.

Iris
A beautiful and

athletic yellow

tabby, Iris went

to live with Jen-

nifer in a warm

and wonderful

kitty-friendly home in Danville.

Alley
A stunningly

beautiful, but shy

Min Pin, Allie

had been at the

shelter for quite

a while. But

Jakaline succeeded in earning her

trust and brought her home.

ARR Receives Petco Grant
For Animal Refugee Response,

2015 began with the good news

that Petco Foundation

had awarded the organi-

zation a shelter grant.

Given for the purposes

of adoption preparation,

the grant is helping with

vaccination and spay or

neuter expenses for ani-

mals before they are

adopted.

“We are extremely grateful for the

generosity of the Petco Founda-

tion. It has made a big impact on

the futures on vulnerable animals

in our community,” ARR Founder

Blythe Lucero commented. Ulti-

mately, the award is

helping homeless ani-

mals from West Contra

Costa County who

would have otherwise

been euthanized find

new homes.

Petco Foundation has a

long history of support

to animal welfare organizations.

ARR applauds their focus on sup-

porting local efforts to alleviate pet

homelessness in the United

States and Canada.

On the morning of March 27, fifty Salesian

High School students arrived at Animal

Refugee Shelter to volunteer their time.

The students selected the shelter as their

focus for the school’s 2015 community

service day. 

The group rolled up their sleeves and tack-

led projects throughout the facility. They or-

ganized food storage, cleaned donation

sheds, picked weeds, and helped clean

the dog environments. After all their much

appreciated hard work, the students en-

joyed walking small dogs and grooming

and visiting with the cats.

Judy adopted Robin

Salesian Chooses ARR
for Community Day

dred spirits. Many professionals

recognize these animal bonds to

be as deep as those between hu-

mans. Some, however, do not.

For bonded pairs, ending up in the

shelter system can mean a very

sad future. Often they are sepa-

rated at intake and almost immedi-

ately exhibit nervous, desperate

behavior, leading to them being la-

beled as “unadoptable” resulting in

a euthanasia decision. If they are

housed together, a well-meaning

adopter may select only one of

them. When the confident, well ad-

justed animal they observed at the

shelter is separated from the pair

and brought home, it is not the

same animal, showing stress, grief

and depression that does not sub-

side. Often adopters return ani-

mals like this, but they rarely end

up reunited with their other half. 

We must honor the phenomenon

of the bonded pair. As profession-

als deciding the future of these an-

imals, we must keep them together

while they wait for adoption, and

require that they go together.  For

potential adopters, a new frame of

mind is in order. Taking on two ani-

mals  may seem daunting, but

consider that a bonded pair is in

essence two halves of one. They

eat and sleep together. They keep

each other company when you are

out. They calm and entertain each

other. But best of all, you experi-

ence twice the love from your

bonded pair. All in all, adopting

soulmates is good for you and

good for them.

Brother and sister, Sasha and Troy

Fifteen year old Mason was surren-

dered for euthanasia because he

was reported to be incontinent. It

turned out what

Mason needed was

just more fre-

quent walks.

Now at ARR,

Mason is a gen-

tle dog who does

well inside, and de-

spite his advanced

age he has a lot of love to give.

Pablo came in as a stray, a tiny two

year old pug mix walking on three

legs. One of his back legs was in-

jured early in his life, but not

treated. It healed wrong, so he can-

not use it when he walks and runs,

although he does use it to support

himself. While he will probably

never run a marathon, he would

make a great companion.

There are so many of these sto-

ries–wonderful animals overlooked

because of their im-

perfections. Will

you open your

heart to a special

needs animal?

What a life-chang-

ing gift you would

be giving to an animal

repeatedly passed up due

to specail needs any one of us

might experience.

Open Your Heart to a 
Special Needs Animal

More Adoptions

Soulmates - continued from page 1

Recent
Adoptions

Party with
a Purpose

Once a month, Jolyn

Parker and her friends

get together for a party.

Each month they se-

lect a charity and do a

collection at the party

for that charity. In Feb-

ruary, they chose ARR

for their donation. 

What a great way to

blend of fun and com-

munity concern. Thank

you for supporting

West County’s animals

in need.
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