
Spring has sprung and with it an
abundance of baby kittens has ar-
rived at our shelter. Currently we
have 23 kittens in all colors and per-
sonalities. At eight weeks old, each

of these little creatures is ready to

go home with a loving and commit-

ted person willing to provide a won-

derful and permanent home.

Some kittens have come in as or-

phans and are bottlefed day and

night until old enough to be inde-

pendent. Some have come in yet to

be born and are lucky enough to

have their mothers to care for them

in a safe, warm place.

During their first few weeks of life,

kittens are as helpless as human

newborns and completely depend-

ent on their mothers or human sub-

stitutes to meet all their needs.

Soon they become curious and

playful and their personalities

began to emerge. By eight weeks

old they are mature enough to re-

ceive their first vaccination and

basic health care, and are ready to

go to their new home.

If you are looking for a kitten, or

better yet a pair of kittens, we en-

courage you to stop by our shelter

and meet our little cuties! Kittens

too young to go home may be pre-

adopted and picked up when they

are old enough to receive their first

vaccination.

Most Urgent Needs:

Blankets (not electric)

Dry Cat Food

Canned Dog Food

Cat Litter

Kitten Milk Replacer

Puppy Milk Replacer

Paper Towels

Trash Bags

Ongoing Needs:

Dry Dog Food

Dry Puppy Food

Canned Cat Food

Kitten Food

Dog Toys

Cat Toys

Large Ceramic Food Bowls

Small Ceramic Food Bowls

Floor Cleaner

Bleach

Mops

Scrub Brushes

Brooms

Newspaper 

Latex or Nitrile Gloves

Liduid Laundry Detergent

Hose Nozzles

Pooper Scoopers

Gas Lawn Mower

Weed Wacker

Donor Appreciation
AT&T
Carlos Ausejo
Anthony Arnold
Judy Barbosa
Anna Battaglia
John & Jeanette Beard
The Benevity Community 
Impact Fund

Andrea Bergen
A Borcherding
Julie Brady
Brittney Butler
Cats on Death Row
Charles & Kristine Carlin
Cristin Carr
Chevron Your Cause
Chimes Printing
David Coddington
Anna Conrado
Jaqueline Constante
Anna Corral
Daneil Cortez
Kevin Cunningham
Kathy Defabio
Yaraldine De Leon
Yelinda Devalle-Ruiz
Dilzat Dilmurat
Deborah Dixon
Dogs On Death Row
Anna Erickson

Alexia Espinosa
Susan Flagg and Carlo 
Rocca Fund

Rebecah Freeling
Tiffany Forner
Harvey Goodstein & 
Barbara Frazier
Regina Gurst
Judy Hall
Deberah Hanson
Teresa Haran
Martha Hensel
Wendy Hess
Haley Heyden
Gijsbert Hooijkaas
Leanna Hopper
Kimberley Clark
Janet Hoshchild
Antoinette Ingram
Danielle Jurow
Larry & Dolores Johnson
Meena Shim Kim
Beth Renne Keegstra & Debra
Lynn Hall
F. Hernanzez
Lee Jones
Karen Keith
Michael & Jeanne Kew
Mark Kessler & Janice Gartin
L. Lee

Sonya Lee
Rosalie Levison
Boxianzi Ling
Lesley Linton
Rosa Marie Longoria
Jean Loo
Marin Community Foundation
Kelly Martin
Melissa Martinez
Robert Martwli
Terri Meister
Douglas Melvin
Aubra Mendelssohin
Denise Mohawk
Sheryl & Charles Nicholson
John Pancharian
Jolyn Parker
Jennifer Patchen
Vanessa Perez
Pet Food Network
Petco Foundation
PetSmart Charities
Thomas & Marilyn Poundstone
Aria Priest
Max & Wendy Putra
Rejeev Rao
Reflections Hair Design
Mary Kay Richey
Gabriela Rivers
Iris Ridgway

Razayi Rubio
Sammy Rubio
Mireya Sarkissan
Helen Schein
Lynn Gusafson-Short
Stephanie Silva
Rose Simmons
Melanie Simontacchi
Matteo Staffaroni
Marcia Slackman
Rosalind Stelle
Nancy Stockett
Elizabeth Sullivan
Truist
Cherry Trockey
Ashley Valdez
Alba Vidauri
John Walker
Derek Wallace
David Welden
Idell Weydemeyer
Catherine Willis
Margaret Whitworth
Bertha & John Walker
Rhett Wilkes
Catherine Willis
Olivia Yamashita
Debra Young
Jami Stotler-Zappa
(partial list)

Wish List

Newsletter of Animal Refugee ResponseVol. 5  No. 2 May / June 2016

Animal Times 
is published quarterly by Animal Refugee Response.

© Copyright 2016. 

Prior written consent of the publisher is required 
for reproduction of any contents by any means.

Animal Refugee Response

2905 San Pablo Dam Road, San Pablo, CA 94803

(510) 230-3758     blythe@animalrefugee.org

animalrefugee.org

Animal Refugee Response is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization

dedicated to urban animals in need. ID #45-3248828

2905 San Pablo Dam Road

San Pablo, CA 94803

Thank you for your support!

Animal Times

It’s Kitten Season!
Animal Refugee Response has kittens golore all looking for loving and permanent homes

What to do if you find infant kittens

continued on page 3

The urge the strong to scoop up a

litter of newborn kittens you find with

no sign of their mother to care for

them. So tiny and vulnerable, these

helpless creatures may be mewing

loudly for their mom.

“How could she leave them?” you

might wonder as you prepare to in-

San Pablo Police
K-9s to Appear at
“Art by Animals”
We are excited to announce that

members of the San Pablo Police

K-9 Unit will make an appearance

at the third annual “Art by Animals”

dinner event on June 18.

Attendees will be treated to a spe-

cial demonstration by these highly

skilled working dogs who are con-

sidered a valuable part of the de-

partment’s crime fighting force.

Known for the intelligence and

focus, specially trained K-9s work

along side public safety personnel

worldwide assisting in the location

of suspects, drugs, weapons and

explosives, and, performing

search and rescue. 

Tickets are on sale now for the

third annual “Art by Animals” din-

ner event benefitting ARR. To pur-

chase yours, call (510) 230-3758,

click animalrefugee.org/events, or

stop by the shelter at 2905 San

Pablo Dam Rd in San Pablo.
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Ginger was surrendered to our

shelter at eight years old. She was

a sad and withdrawn dog. She

had spent the previous year alone

in the home where

she and her person

had lived together be-

fore he passed away.

Since then her con-

tact with the outside

world consisted of her

food and water bowl

being filled, and then

the door would close

leaving Ginger alone

again.

A man named Steve,

who was doing a repair job at our

shelter noticed Ginger laying in

her kennel, and asked about her.

He was touched by her story, and

when he went home he shared it

with his partner Suzi. Half asleep,

she agreed to come she the dog

the next day.

The first thing Suzi noticed about

Ginger was a deep sadnesss in

her eyes. It was something she

understood, and she just couldn’t

leave her. So Ginger

went home with Suzi

and  has never left

her side.

Suzi even had to

create a way to earn

a living with a dog

constantly with her.

So she started

“Suzi’s Personal Pet-

care” specializing in

dog walking, pet sit-

ting and boarding.

Now 12, Ginger Anne, as her

name became, and Suzi can often

be seen walking the hills of El So-

brante, or sitting on the beach to-

gether. Suzi has given Ginger

Anne’s life meaning again, and

Ginger Anne has done exactly the

same thing for Suzi.

Seymore
Severely matted,

ten year old Sey-

more, a poodle

mix was left be-

hind in a parking

lot to fend for

himself. Then Lynn decided to

adopt the senior dog and give him a

loving home in his sunset years.

Ceasar
A magnificent

adult black cat,

Ceasar waited

patiently for a

special person

who would take him home. And

he finally found it with Hortensia. 

Happy
Surrendered at

one day old

after his mom

died in labor,

Happy grew

into a very

special little dog. And now he has

a special home with Anna.

Chiquita
Little Chiquita lost
her home along
with her sister and
mother. But now
she has a new 
loving home with

Alexia who thinks the little puppy is
the perfect dog to share her life 
with forever.

Mari
Lovely Mari

caught the eye of

Tabitha in our Kitty

Garden and be-

came her room-

mate and best

friend the same day.

Dani
Surrendered

with Parvo, tiny

Dani struggled to

survive. When

he was better he

went to live with

Derek and Renata who had been

looking for another sweet Dachs-

hund to join their family.

Bowie & Iman
Ashley adopted
a playful kitten
with unusual fa-
cial marking that
resemble a light-
ning bolt. Then
she came back
and adopted an-
other kitten, naming her Iman.

Clementine
Sweet Clemen-

tine made

friends with

Vanessa when

she visited our

the shelter.

Now she has a

wonderful new home.

Thelma
A large Pit bull,

Thelma was

stuffed in a small

crate and left at

our gate. Luckily,

Jaqueline came to our shelter and

adopted the poor dog, promising

to love and keep her forever.

Yoshi
An active and

playful suvivor of

parvo, Yoshi

found a great

home with De-

berah. Now he

has a person who loves him and a

big backyard where he runs free.

More AdoptionsRecent
Adoptions

Where Are They Now?
A segment sharing the stories about the lives of animals adopted from
ARR in years gone by, and the special people who care for them.

Ginger Anne and Suzi

tervene. STOP! Don’t do it! Leave

the kittens alone! 

Instead, watch from a distance
knowing that mom has probably
ventured out to find a safe place to
raise her litter. Wait for her to re-
turn and allow her to move her ba-
bies one by one, carrying them in
her mouth to the new nest. This
may take several hours. Trust that
she knows what she is doing Let
her do it without your help. 

Often well meaning people will in-
terrupt this process by picking up
the babies. But once the babies
have the human scent on them,
chances are slim that mom will
tend to them when she returns.
Then, the outcome for the kittens
is very unfortunate. Only as a last
resort, when mom does not return
for the whole day should we step
in. But know that it is difficult for
orphan kittens to thrive when sep-

arated from their mother as new-
borns. Sadly, some do not survive. 

The best support you can give a
mom with new kittens is to provide
her a consistent source of food at
a distance, and then when the ba-
bies are about 8 weeks, arrange to
get mom fixed and vaccinated!
Then when her kids at 3-4 months
old get them fixed and vaccinated
too. There is help available for 
fixing community cats for those
willing to co-exist with them. For
more information about living with
community cats, call us at (510)
230-3758.

continued from page 1

Funded by a grant from PetSmart

Charities, Animal Refugee Re-

sponse is currently running the

largest free spay/neuter program

in Lake County history. The goal is

to make a positive impact in an

area with high poverty levels, and

even higher pet overpopulation.

Lending valuable expertise, Dr.

Evans’ staff from Animal Care

Clinic have set up the surgery

clinic, and scheduled veterinarians

and support staff for a series of

clinics to accomplish 500 spays. 

SPCA of Lake County has pro-

vided the hospital facility, and is

serving as the core of the volun-

teer force for the clinics.

Adding to the significance of this

project, Jameson Rescue Ranch

of Napa County is offering assis-

tance that is widening the scope of

animals being fixed.

A big thank you to our partners,

Animal Care Clinic, SPCA of Lake

County, Jameson Rescue Ranch,

and to PetSmart Charities whose

contributions to this project are di-

rectly improving quality of life for

Lake County’s animals. This is

what is possible when we, who

work with animals, work together.

A Vision for the Future

Animal Care Clinic, SPCA of Lake
County and Jameson Rescue Ranch 
Join ARR in Spay/ Neuter Project

“It is my hope that our organization eventually 
becomes obsolete. Why? It would mean so much
to me if our society learned to never leave an 
animal behind; if we chose not to turn away, 
but to turn towards a creature in need, like we
would a lost child. To me that would truely show
that we have became an evolved society, one 
that genuinely values life... all life. And if our 
organization, by example, has even the smallest
part in that transformation, I would be so proud.”

An excerpt from a recent interview with Animal Refugee Response
founder, Blythe Lucero on KECG-FM 88.1 radio. This is her answer
when asked what she hoped the legacy of the organization would be. 

Ginger Anne and Suzi soon
became inseparable Infant Kittens
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