
Our wonderful
Santos, who
came to us as
a puppy un-
able to walk
due to hydro-
cephalus and
a spinal de-
formity, who
was collateral
damage in a
breeding op-
eration, whose life expectancy was no more
than six months, who surprised everyone
when he learned to walk, climb stairs and run,
whose smile was contagious has gone to
heaven. A major stroke took him suddenly. He
had just turned four years old. His innocence
and joy warmed our hearts. He lived his life to
the fullest. He will forever be an extraordinary
example of what is possible when you don’t
give up. We will never forget him. 

Trap/Neuter/Re-
lease, or TNR is
a proven method
of stabilizing the
population of feral
cat colonies. But
occasionally,
there is another
benefit. Cats who
are not so feral
are sometimes
trapped too. Al-
though they live within the feral colony,
these cats have obviously had some posi-
tive experience with people in their past.
Their backgrounds are mysterious. Per-
haps lost, or dumped. Maybe their person
passed away. These are cats who, when 
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Grandpa, a happy and confident 17 year old cat, and
Phoenix, who survived life-threatening burns as a young puppy.

MOST URGENT NEEDS:

Canned Cat Food

Canned Dog Food

Potty Pads

Small Dog/Cat Beds

Small & X-Small dog sweaters

Fleece Blankets

Bath Mats

ONGOING NEEDS:

Dog & Cat Toys

Sponge Mops

Liquid Laundry Detergent

Bleach

Floor Cleaner

Paper Towels

Cat Litter

In the name of
Tara Laralei Hall

from
Judy Hall

In celebration of
Ace
from 

Elba Donnally
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Vince Corbella 
from

Elaine Joe

Fifteen dogs from Animal
Refugee Response made a
special appearance at the
recent Animal Coalition of
Lake County
spring fundrais-
ing event, call-
ing attention to
the importance
of community
support for the
work of grass-
roots animal
rescue organi-
zations. 

Dawning their
fanciest attire,
the dogs repre-
sented the work
of Animal Ref-
ugee Response, including
medical rescue, disabled
and elderly, as well as or-
phaned animals. One by one
they were introduced and

the dire situation they came
from was briefly described.
Accompanied by ARR vol-
unteers, each dog walked

(or was carried)
across the
stage providing
a vivid picture of
what is possible
for animals in
desperate cir-
cumstances
rather than eu-
thanizing them. 

The money
raised through
the event will go
to support Ani-
mal Coalition of
Lake County’s

own programs to improve
the quality of life for animals,
including spay and neuter,
vaccinations, and food for

ARR Dogs Take to
the Catwalk

ARR dogs appeared to under-

score the importance of sup-

porting animal rescue efforts.

Vaya Con Dios, Santos

Continued on page 2

Continued on page 2
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Not So Feral Cats
In the name of
Joan Ippoliti
from

Jorie Frasiolas

11767 Candy Lane

Lower Lake, CA

95457
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Like abducted children or prisoners
of war finally rescued from captivity,
animals saved from hoarding situ-
tions face a long journey to really
being free. It can take months, even
years for survivors to be able to
trust, to look forward to the next
day, to know joy.

Animal hoarding is defined as the
pathological accumulation of ani-
mals without even minimal stan-
dards of nutrition, sanitation,
shelter and veteri-
nary care, often re-
sulting in animal
starvation, illness
and death. 

Hoarded animals
adapt to a miser-
able exsistence.
Constantly hungry,
cold, dirty, and se-
verely over-
crowded, they
endure poor health,
sleep in excriment,
and walk over the
bodies of those
who can’t adapt. These animals feel
no love or hope.

And if they are rescued, the extent
of their victimization becomes clear.
They run and hide when approach-
ed. They cower and scream when
touched. They do not know what to
do with a toy, or how to walk on a
leash. They pee and poop every-
where. They destroy things.

Not only are animals rescued from
hoarding often totally lacking in so-
cialization, many are so physically
sick that they are quickly deemed
untreatable, as well as unadopt-
able, and are euthanized. But for
organizations such as ours, who do
not believe in killing animals, we ac-
cept that they will be with us for a

very long time. First, the sad physi-
cal manifestations of severe neglect
must be addressed, and then reha-
bilitation can begin. 

Rehabilitation takes patience, ex-
treme patience. Animals who have
been hoarded, possibly for years,
and those born in the hoard are
very damaged. We have spent days
and weeks sitting across the room
from a survivor, talking to them in a
soft voice, waiting for eye contact,

or just for the trem-
bling to stop. And
when there is a step
forward, the next
day the same ani-
mal might have bur-
rowed a large hole
in an over stuffed
chair in order to
hide inside it. 

Each glimmer of
progress is cause
for celebration, but
the trauma the ani-
mal has experi-
enced is still inside

them, similar to PTSD. And if, even-
tually, adoption becomes a possibil-
ity, the adopter must be a very
patient person, someone who will
never give up.

Make no mistake, animals in the
possession of a hoarder are in
grave danger. They are not pets.
They are not companions or res-
cued animals. They are victims and
they need help before it is too late.
Authorities should be alerted imme-
diately to intervene, followed by
rescues who are committed to work
with the animals. 

These are not “things” being
hoarded. They are living, breathing
beings who are suffering everyday
their hearts continue to beat.

Jasmine
One of eight Great

Pyrenees mix

pups, Jasmine was

adopted by Tami.

The sweet puppy is

apparently playing

well with her cats!

Macy
13 year old Macy

had few pros-

pects after her

person passed

away. Then along

came Rowena

who fell in love

with Macy and brought her home.

Sparkle
Feisty little Sparkle,
a lovely calico was
separated her mom
too young. But now
she has a wonderful
new family to love
her with Janelle and her husband.
Sparkle is a happy cat.

Boogie
Young Boogie,

one of the most

affectionate

cats we have

ever cared for

was adopted by

the Knight’s to

be their one and only family cat.

Recent
Adoptions

Samson
Samson was a di-

sheveled orphan

when he came to

us. But he soon

became a hand-

some and sweet

kitten, and now he has been cho-

sen by the Byrd family.

Rusty
Young Rusty, a
beautiful and tiny
Dachshund mix
puppy has been
adopted by
Bonita and her

very animal-savvy children. Rusty
absolutely adores her new family!

Lefty
Lefty had a poor

upbringing but

bloomed into a

sensitive, well be-

haved, sweet boy.

Now he has been

adopted by Donna who reports that

she loves him very much. 

More
Adoptions

the animals
of very low-
income pet
owners.
Many peo-
ple are fa-
miliar with
Animal
Coalition’s
important
work dur-
ing and
after recent
local fires,
providing for displaced pets and
their owners. Our dogs’ appear-
ance was very well received.

Speckles
A rare merle

Dachshund mix,

there was a lot of

interest in adapt-

ing Speckles.

While their were

many good

choices, we chose Karen to be his

forever friend.

The Real Aftermath of
Animal Hoarding

Catwalk
Continued from page 1

Marilyn
6 month old Mari-
lyn waited quite a
while for the right
family to bring
her home. Now,
with Christie and
Trish, and their

three other dogs, she has a great
home and lots of playmates.

Milano
Little Milano was
a 2 week old or-
phan when she
came to us. She
grew into a lovely
young tabby cat
and has now been adopted by Lara
to be her special companion.

Where Are They Now?

Surrendered as a single orphan,
we worried about the little siamese
mix. She was much too small to be
alone, yet our concerns eased
when we observed the little kitten
skillfully fend for herself. She
seemed to have a inner wisdom
about the world.
And then one day
she met Heather, a
kind an wise per-
son, and the two old
souls went home to-
gether. They have
enjoyed a special
relationship ever
since.

As the little cat that
Heather named Piccola grew, she
enjoyed the freedoms of rural life.
She was able to safely be outside
during the day and enjoy the sun-
shine on her back. But every night
she returned to sleep with her best
friend, announcing herself with a

small meow, then jumping grace-
fully onto the bed to purr in the
arms of Heather.

But one night, she didn’t come
home. Heather called for her and
waited up for hours. But Pica didn’t

appear. Four days
later, the poor cat
was found locked in
the crawl space
under a neighbor’s
house. She was in
distress. At the vet
and it was discov-
ered that her kid-
neys had shut
down and were
permanently dam-

aged, either from severe dehydra-
tion, or from her desperately
drinking something bad. Pica now
requires a special diet, and fluids
to live, and Heather is happy to do
this for the little cat with whom she
shares such a deep bond.

Pica, short for Piccola, which means

“little one” in italian, adores Heather

A segment sharing the stories about the lives of animals adopted from

ARR in years gone by, and the special people who care for them.

Pica and Heather

Not So Feral
Continued from page 1

released from the trap don’t run
away as fast as they can, but in-
stead turn to see who released
them, sometimes even sitting
close and grooming themselves
after their surgical ordeal.

Often, they will let you pet them,
but not pick them up. These are
cats who when brought inside,
quickly remember how comfort-
able the living room couch is.
These are cats who deserve, and
can succeed in a home. If given
the chance they can resume their
lives as domestic cats, and some-
one’s best friend.

Rooey, a mobility chal-
lenged dog had a great
time at the ACLC event
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