
Imagine how it must feel to be pushed out of
the family car into an unfamiliar place, then
watching the car door slam shut, and your
family speeding away without you. 

As you sit waiting for your family to come
back, imagine the thoughts that come to
mind. Did you not show your loyalty enough?
Was it not clear that you would protect them
from dangers large and small? Maybe it was
the time you were so happy to see them, you
peed on the rug. Then, as the sun goes
down, it sinks in. Your family will not be com-
ing back for you. You are unwanted.

Continued on page 2

Monetary donations are always appreciated.

• BY MAIL: Animal Refugee Response

11767 Candy Lane

Lower Lake, CA 95457

• ONLINE: animalrefugee.org/donate (through PayPal)

• BY PHONE: (707) 330-3747

Upon request, a donation gift card will be sent to the person 
of your choice. Select in honor of, in memory of, or custom. 

Choose dog or cat image. Donations are tax deductible.

Donor Appreciation
Albany Subaru

Animal Coalition 

of Lake County

Amazon Smile

AT&T

Benevity Fund

Pauline Brown

Cats on Death Row

Nuria Celdran

Chevron Your Cause

Chimes Printing

Victor Corbella

Laura Daily

Brianna Dearing

Norma Dedrick

Dogs on Death Row

Maria Ferrari

Freeling & Associates

Greater Good

Habitats for Dogs & Cats

Judy Hall

Theresa Haran

Raymond Hazen

Jen Hunt

CJ LeBrun

Blythe Lucero

Marian McNish

Kristin Montemayor

Randy Murphy

Nestle Purina

Network for Good

JoAnna Nowinsky

Crystal ONeill

Michael Overby

Max & Wanda Putra

Miguel Ramirez

Eric Rhodes

Marten Nunez Rueda

Matteo Staffaroni

Target

Jennifer Taylor

Mark & Alicia Turner

Diana Vigas

We Help Dogs

John Wallace

Margaret Whitworth

Crystal Willoughby

Jean Yanich & 

Barbara Wahlberg

Roberta Yang

(partial list)

Wish List

Your support makes it possible!
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Grandpa, a happy and confident 17 year old cat, and
Phoenix, who survived life-threatening burns as a young puppy.

MOST URGENT NEEDS:

Fleece Blankets

Small Dog Sweaters

Canned Cat Food

Canned Dog Food

Dog Leashes

XL & S Dog Harnesses

ONGOING NEEDS:

Liquid Laundry Detergent

Bleach

Mr. Clean

Cat Litter

Paper Towels

Dog and Cat Bowls
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Over the years in our work with

special needs animals, we have

learned that this focus evokes

strong feelings from some people.

In fact, Animal Refugee Response

is often criticized for not euthaniz-

ing immobile, blind, neurological

animals, and those with chronic

conditions. After all, these people

say, such animals are pathetic and

miserable, and should be put down.

We strongly disagree. With that

way of thinking, many reading this

article would have been euthanized

if they were dogs or cats. This

writer certainly would have. I am

not the picture of health. I have

chronic conditions. There will come

a time that one of them will take my

life, but until then I plan to make the

most of every day. I look for joy

each day.

At Animal Refugee Response, we

don’t have miserable animals. We

do have animals with special

needs, and we work to meet those

needs every single day. It is very

clear that these animals feel loved

and cared for, safe, and are not

suffering. They live with joy. In fact,

we all could learn

from them.

We choose to

honor life, and to

nurture inner joy.

Even if parts of the

body aren’t perfect,

we believe that an

animal’s joy should

never be extin-

guished.

Life Beyond Disability

Nurturing Inner Joy

11767 Candy Lane

Lower Lake, CA

95457

Please also see our Wish List on Amazon.com

In Memory 
of

Robbie R. & Fred C.
from

Theresa Haran

In animal rescue, there are a few true heros:

those who step up on a daily basis to save the

lives of community animals in trouble, who don’t

give up on an animal costing more in medical

care than will ever come back in adoption fees,

who are the one at the eleventh hour to stop a

euthanasia. These heros have all our respect

and we think they should be recognized. 

Continued on page 2

Unwanted.

Born with deformed front legs, Rooey
crosses his useless limbs and with a
rhythmic bouncing motion, happily
goes wherever he wants to go.

This kind-faced, well-mannered, healthy 2 year old
Dachshund mix was recently dumped at our facility 

Like many cats without tails, Wobbles
has abnormalities in her hind quar-
ters. Hers affect balance and mobility,
but she gets around anyway, hopping
like a crooked bunny.

RESCUE

HERO

Vince

One year gone

but always with me

In Memory 

of

Sophie 

Attacked and left for dead, Kriss’ leg
required amputation. It took years to
rebuild his trust. Now he is being
treated for a serious auto-immune dis-
ease but is currently holding his own.

11-year old Olive inherited a degenera-
tive bone disease. While she can no
longer walk, she loves to be carried out-
side to sunbathe and roll in the grass.

Rescue Hero Awards
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Animal Refugee Response is extremely grateful for the donations we re-

ceive. We put them to use directly to save animal lives and improve their

quality of life. Here are some highlights from this year:

Life-Saving Medical Care
Phoenix was surrendered in shock after being severely
burned in a cooking accident. He needed extensive
care. He lost an ear and has large scars on his face and
back, but is alive and happy today. Like others we have
helped, he would have died without medical care.

Adoption Preparation

So far, in 2019, 578 Animal Refugee Response dogs
and cats placed in loving, stable and permanent homes
were examined by a vet, vaccinated, treated for para-
sites and spayed/neutered as a part of their adoption.

Community Education

Our year-round volunteer program teaches responsibil-
ity and compassion for animals by example, and
through training in safety protocols, individualized care
and disease prevention.

Community Assistance

Blue was injured by another dog and needed emer-
gency care, but her very low-income owner had no re-
sources to see a vet. Blue is one of many animals from
the community we have helped get care, rather than
being euthanized, so they can return to their families.

Dental problems are just as seri-
ous in animals as in humans. But
since animals are so
good at hiding their pain,
their mouth issues can
become very advanced
before we know some-
thing is wrong. 

Untreated dental prob-
lems are a real threat to
an animal’s overall
health. Not only can they
interfere with eating, they can lead
to systemic infection, and organ
failure, including heart damage. 

Specifically, animals can suffer
from decayed and abscessed

teeth, broken teeth with
exposed nerves, re-
tained baby teeth, gum
problems, oral cancer,
and additionally in cats,
tooth reabsorption and
stomatitis.

Dental care for animals
is certainly not cheap,
but it can prevent much

more expensive and serious
health issues for your animal
down the road.

Cookie
Lovely Cookie was

abandoned by her

owners but now she

has a great new

family and home

with Miguel and his

other two gentle

dogs. Cookie is very happy.

Tiptoe
The Garcia family

chose a sweet

puppy named

Tiptoe to bring

home with them

to Ukiah. The

puppy is very

happy with his new family.

Tangerine
The first thing Ray-
mond noticed about
Tangerine was his
soft fur. They went
home together. He
reports that Tanger-
ine, now Vince, is a very cool cat!

Velcro
When Brianna

came to adopt a

kitten, she never

imagined she

would be leaving

with a black kit-

ten, but little Velcro chose her.

Recent
Adoptions

Lollipop
Lucky Lollipop, a

senior poddle was

adopted by CJ.

Lollipop now has 

a wonderful life

and is loving her

new family, especially her new sis-

ter, a Dachshund named Gracie.

Violet &
Dalia
The Murphy’s de-
cided to bring
home two beauti-
ful Calico sisters,
former bottle ba-
bies, who purred

as soon as they picked them up! 

Cupcake
Tiny little Cup-
cake, a beautiful
Calico kitten was
adopted by Crys-
tal, one of our vol-
unteers who had

her eye on the little beauty as soon
as she came to our shelter.

More
Adoptions

Itsy & Bitsy
Darlene saw tiny

Bitsy online and

came immedi-

ately to meet her.

Half an hour

after the adop-

tion was approved, she came back

and adopted her brother! Now the

siblings will have a wonderful home

together for the rest of their lives.

Milo
Happy little Milo
was adopted by
the Ferrari family
to be their best
friend. The active
and playful
puppy is loving

his new home and can’t wait to go
on walks with the kids everyday.

Neptune
A beautiful rusty
dapple cattle dog
mix, Neptune
made friends with
the Smiths and
they decided to
take her home
with them. She is doing very well in
her new home.

As an organization that specializes

in animals with medical conditions,

those who come to us

with injury or illness

are given an initial

classification at admis-

sion, as either “treat-

able” when they are

expected to get well,

or, “manageable”

when they are ex-

pected to need contin-

ued support to

maintain quality of life. 

For Franklin, a five
year old Jack Russell,
it has been the latter
since a horrible accident left him
with damaged organs and a shat-

tered pelvis about four years ago.
Although he was painstakingly put

back together by a very
skilled vet, he began to
feel sick about six
months ago. Diagnosed
with a serious infection,
Franklin got sicker and
sicker, and nothing
seemed to help him. 

But a recent break-
through in his medica-
tion regime has
changed everything.
Franklin’s latest test re-
sults are excellent. He
is playing, going on
long walks, rolling in the

grass, and smiling! If this trend
continues, he will be reclassified as
“treatable”! 

Another Example of Why
We Never Give Up

Rescue Awards Continued from page 1

So, welcome to the first annual “Rescue Hero Awards”. You may know
a rescue hero, and we want your input. Please nominate a rescuer from
Lake or Contra Costa who embodies these qualities:

• Is dedicated to animals in need in their community

• Helps sick and injured animals despite to cost

• Finds alternatives to euthanasia

• Facilitates adoptions in the animals’ best interest

Please submit your nominations of an animal rescue hero by email
today to blythe@animalrefugee.org. We would like to know their name,
the community they serve, and a little bit about their work. Results will
be published in the December 2019 issue of this newsletter.

Unwanted Continued from page 1

No one deserves this, yet it hap-

pens to pets every day. Pet dump-

ing is one of the most

irresponsible actions

and damaging actions

of pet owners. 

At Animal Refugee

Response, a lot of ef-

fort goes into rebuild-

ing the trust of

dumped animals.

While there are some

who say it doesn’t re-

ally affect them be-

cause animals live in the moment,

we are certain they remember

feeling unwanted. Some, amaz-

ingly, do bounce back quickly, but

most are left with a deep scar.

In an ideal world, there

would be no dumped

pets because people

would be more responsi-

ble. In that world, only

animals who outlived

their owners, and or-

phans would need res-

cuing. How we get to

that better world is the

question. We believe it

starts with teaching re-

sponsibility, empathy and compas-

sion, important values that our

world can use much more of.

Your Donations at Work

The Importance of Pet Dental Health

Happy Update: Biscuit
has been adopted and is
loving his new home.
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