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As a rescue that cares for animals with health 
conditions, we often receive calls from veterinari-
ans when special needs animals are surrendered 
or abandoned at their doors. Such was the case 
with Koda, a 4-week old kitten who couldn’t walk. 
When an exam found him generally healthy, ex-
cept for the fact that his rear legs dragged behind 
him, rather than euthanize him, vet staff reached 
out to ARR, and he came to our safe place.

He had a strong will from Day 1. With encourage-
ment, he made it to the food, and ate a lot! He 
made his way to his caretakers, and he purred a 
lot. Everyday he got stronger and more bold, and 
after two weeks he began to put weight on his 
back feet. Soon he started to climb and run! Be-
fore long there was no sign of the mobility limita-
tions that just a month before could have spelled 
the end of his life. 

Then came his lucky 
day. A woman named 
Vanessa decided to 
adopt him. He went 
home with her a happy, 
confident kitten, looking
forward to his next ad-
venture.
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ARR to Resume
Adoptions at Petsmart

Koda’s Story

Donor Appreciation

Your support makes it possible

Wish List
MOST URGENT NEEDS:

Fleece Blankets
Small Dog Sweaters

Canned Cat Food
Canned Dog Food

Dog Harnesses - all sizes
Clumping Cat Litter

ONGOING NEEDS:
Liquid Laundry Detergent

Bleach
Mr. Clean

Cat and Dog Bowls
Paper Towels

Cat and Dog Toys

MONETaRy DONaTIONS aRE alwayS appREcIaTED 
By MaIl: Animal Refugee Response
  11767 Candy Lane
  Lower Lake, CA 95457
ONlINE: animalrefugee.org/donate
By pHONE: 707/330-3747
100% of monetary donations are used directly for the care and 
vet costs of animals from lake and contra costa counties.
Ask about setting up an automatic monthly donation.
Upon request, a gift card acknowledging your donation will be 
sent to the person of your choice, in honor of, in memory of, 
or other. Choose cat or dog image. 
Donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
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           ARR residents, Grandpa, a large and confident 17 year old cat,
 and, Phoenix, who survived life-threatening burns as a young puppy.

Before Animal Refugee 
Response opened a shelter 
and adoption center in San 
Pablo in 2012, we did mo-
bile adoptions at Petsmart 
stores in Alba-
ny and Pinole. 
Now that our 
operation is 
headquartered 
in Lake County, most of our 
adoptions come from the 
northern counties of Califor-
nia. Adoptions from the Bay 
Area now represent just a 
fraction of our numbers, even 
though many of our animals 

still come from that area. So, 
when the opportunity came 
up to start doing adoptions 
again in the Bay Area, we 
were thrilled. Beginning 

in early 2020, 
animal Refugee 
Response will 
be at petSmart 
in Vacaville on 

Saturdays from 11am - 4pm 
with cats and dogs for 
adoption to loving, stable 
and permanent homes. We 
hope our Bay Area friends 
will stop by and visit, and 
please spread the word!

Wildland fire has become all too frequent in California’s 
northern counties. Combined with strong, gusty winds, it 
spreads at an alarming rate, especially at night when the 
winds pick up, it can burn as much as 80 acres per min-
ute. Then when PG&E shuts off power, being prepared to 
evacuate by flashlight has to be part of the plan. Daunting 
for everyone, evacuating an animal shelter, tasked with 
keeping as many as 100 animals safe, is a monumental 
task. It means being prepared, sleeping with one eye 
open, and being ready to mobilize at a moment’s notice. 
The responsibility is very real.

As the Kincade Fire, fueled by whipping winds, crossed into 
Lake County above Middletown, we all held our breath.

When Wildland Fire Looms Close
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SaVING lIVES
one animal at a time.

Specializing in eldery, disabled, 
orphaned, sick & injured, and

at immediate risk dogs and cats
a STRIcTly NO-KIll 

501(c)(3) ORGaNIZaTION
Funded only by people who care. 

Please think of us 
for your year end donation.



Dressed in their favorite costumes, nineteen 
dogs from Animal Refugee Response made 
a special appearance at the Animal Coalition 
of Lake County’s annual Fall event. 
As 100 guests enjoyed an Italian dinner, the 
dogs made their entrance. Some of them 
walked on leash, and those who are mobility 
impaired rode in decorated wagons.
Just as the event got underway, PG&E 
turned off power in advance of more danger-
ous winds. But the event went on powered 
by the facility’s generator. 
Our dogs provided both a reminder of the 
purpose of the event–to generously support 
homeless animals–and a welcome distrac-
tion from the fire and power outage.

We asked for your input recognizing 
true Rescue Heroes in Lake and 
Contra Costa Counties, those dedi-
cated to animals in their community, 
who help sick and injured animals 
despite to cost, who find alternatives 
to euthanasia, and who facilitate 
adoptions in the animals’ best 
interest. After careful consideration 
of the many nominations received, 
with much respect, the 2019 Rescue 
Hero Awards go to:

FROM LAKE:
Rita laufer works tirelessly at the 
grassroots level helping animals and 
people in desper-
ate situations. Her 
organization Animal 
Coalition of Lake 
County has also as-
sisted with the spay/
neuter of thousands 
of animals.

Kathy plowman is 
the best friend of 
Lake County’s feral cats. She works 
long into the night 365 days a year 
feeding and caring for cat colonies, 
and trapping and transporting cats 
to and from spay appointments.

Karen Schaver has been on the 
front line of rescue and adoption 
since 2004, working to find alter-
natives to euthanasia. Her orga-
nization, Orphan Dog, also runs a 
program called Fix Lake County.

FROM CONTRA COSTA:
Desire Owens actively reaches out 
to rescues when she encounters an-
imals facing euthanasia in her work 
at a local vet. Her efforts have saved 
thousands of healthy and treatable 
animals from needless death.

Michelle Jewell is well known for 
her integrity in rescue, and her 

knowledge and expertise with ani-
mals through her work as a vet tech. 
Her organization, Goldie & Papi’s 
shows animals for adoption at El So-
brante Feed and Pinole PetSmart. 

Janda Grant’s genuine love for 
animals led her to start a success-
ful facebook group called Lost and 
Found pets/Rescue animals(BAY 
AREA) that networks animals in 
trouble. The site has quickly grown 
to 5,000 active members.  
IN ADDITION: 
We felt that a third category should 
be added. The work of these people  

  from outside Lake 
  and Contra Costa 
  positively impacts 
  these communities.
  Jennifer colletto
  advocates for at-
  risk animals at 
  high-kill shelters 
  throughout the 

state, posting to the rescue com-
munity and securing much needed 
urgent transport to safety.
Monica Stevens is all about the 
animals. Her organization, JARR’s 
important outreach efforts to im-
prove quality of life for animals have 
brought welcome assistance to pets 
in Lake’s very low income homes. 

Jill posener’s problem solving skills 
have created an important safety 
net for Contra Costa and Alameda 
County’s pets. Her organization, The 
Paw Fund offers free vaccination 
clinics and spay/neuter assistance.
We wish we could give each of these 
Rescue Heroes a million dollars to 
continue their work, but we can’t. 
Along with this recognition, we are 
sending each a certificate acknowl-
edging their heroic efforts for animals. 

Recent
Adoptions

Brownie
Sweet 2 year old 
Brownie was cal-
lously dumped, and 
waited a long time 
for a person he could 
trust. Brownie now 
lives in Ukiah with 

new best friend, Tamara.

amethyst
Stacey had been 
looking for a small 
dog for a while. Then 
she saw sweet little 
Amethyst and fell in 
love!  Amethyst now 

has a wonderful home with loving 
people. She is a very lucky dog.

peppermint
Young Peppermint 
was an orphan when 
she came to us, but 
she had a lot of love 
to give. Now she has 
a special person of 
her own because Indigo has adopted 
the sweet kitten.

Bella
Bella was chosen by 
the Akkermans who 
had been looking for 
a Lab puppy. Bella 
and her siblings 
were all adopted 

within 2 hours, the day after they 
turned eight weeks old. Bella and her 
wonderful new family live in Rocklin.

Olivia
Beautiful peach kitten, 
Olivia was carefully 
selected by the Brown 
family to be their spe-
cial companion. An 
affectionate and self 
confident girl, Olivia is loving her new 
home and looks forward to everyday 
with her new family.

Buddy B.
Social, purry, and 
very handsome, 
Buddy B. caught the 
eye...and the heart of 
Rhonda. After consid-
ering adoption care-

fully, she took the kitten home. It is a 
beautiful friendship.

Bingo
JoAnna was one of 
several applicants for 
Bingo, a gorgeous 
German Shepherd 
puppy with very 
big feet. Bingo felt 

comfortable with her right away. He is 
growing into a very handsome dog.

Romeo
Loreta fell in love 
with Romeo’s sweet 
face. When she 
brought her daugh-
ter to meet Romeo, 
he was very gentle 
with her. So, they brought Romeo 
home to be a part of their life forever.

More
Adoptions

An Evening with the Dogs

Subaru of 
America’s 
initiative 
supporting 
homeless 

animals continued in 2019 with 
their campaign, #MakeADogsDay. 
The campaign gained national 
exposure through the successful 
media blitz, “The Underdogs”, 
promoting the adoption of elderly 
and disabled shelter dogs. 
In conjunction with this campaign, 

Animal Refugee Response part-
nered with our friends at Albany 
Subaru for an adoption event at 
their showroom in late October. 
As a result, twenty dogs and cats 
found loving homes!
In addition to a great adoption 
day, Albany Subaru employees 
and customers collected barrels 
of food, blankets, toys and sup-
plies for our animals. We appreci-
ate the ongoing support of Albany 
Subaru very much.

Making A Dog’s Day
with Albany Subaru
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Unwanted No More
As we mentioned in our previous issue, Biscuit, 
the abandoned dog whose photo accompanied 
the article, “Unwanted” has been adopted. After 
a miserable first chapter of his life, he finally has 
everything a dog could wish for. He has a person 
who loves and believes in him. He has a home 
where he feels welcome. He has a hiking com-
panion, and lots of trips to the beach. This is the 
kind of story that makes it all worth it.

707 584-4343Quiche
Stuffing
Pies

2019 
Rescue HeRo 
AwARds

With much respect, 
the 2019 

Rescue Hero Awards 
go to...

Jade
Crystal was looking 
for a special dog 
to be a friend for 
her husband. She 
chose Jade, a sweet 
little terrier mix. The 
puppy loves Crystal’s husband, and 
Crystal as well!

potato
Evelyn came to meet 
cats and chose a 
handsome tabby cat 
named Potato. Gen-
tle and affectionate, 
he has fit right into 

the household and has made good 
friends with her other cat, Cecile.

This holiday season, 
please think of Animal 
Refugee Response 
when you shop at 
Amazon. Just go to 
smile.amazon.com 
and choose Animal 
Refugee Response 
as your charity. Then 
start shopping. Same 
products, same 
prices, and for every 
purchase you make, 
Amazon will give back 
to our organization for 
our life-saving work 
with animals.

You Shop. 
amazon Gives.


