
It was very cold the night that 
social media lit up with sad face 
and praying imojis, and com-
ments of shock when the story of 
the dog dumped in 
Taco Bell’s parking 
lot hit. Our facility 
was full so we were 
very happy when a 
kind soul stepped 
up to foster the 
dog.

Overwhelmed 
when she saw 
he was vision-im-
paired, the foster 
reached out to us 
the next morning. 
She had named 
him Pierre. He was 
still inside the small 
kennel he was 
found in. It was 
foul. We pulled him 
out and that was

with the over-size head would 
ever live in a cage.

the last time the chihuahua mix 
with the over-sized head would 
ever live in a cage.

Pierre had a calm, sweet de-
meanor. We 
guessed he was 
a senior. His eyes 
were damaged, 
one more than 
the other, but it 
seemed like he 
could see shad-
ows. Looking fur-
ther both his rear 
legs had unformed 
feet, most likely 
a birth defect. He 
was able to walk, 
but was uncom-
fortable on hard 
surfaces.

At the vet, his age 
was estimated by 
dental exam. The 

dog with the appearance of a 
senior was only six years old, a 
testament to a miserable life. We 
had him vaccinated, neutered, 
and the worse of his eyes was 
removed to avoid further pain 
and infection. Also the vet recom-
mended soft surfaces for him.

So Pierre came home and began 
his new life with us as a free dog. 
He has made friends with the 
others, joins in their pre-dinner 
chorus, and expresses sincere 
joy in fresh blankets. He loves 
walking on soft grass, being held, 
and giving kisses. It is our hope 
that his past will eventually be 
forgotten now that he is sur-
rounded by love.
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Freeing Pierre

Donor Appreciation

Your support makes it possible

Wish List
MOST URGENT NEEDS:

Warm Blankets
Small Dog Sweaters

Canned Cat Food
Canned Dog Food

Dog Harnesses - all sizes
Clumping Cat Litter

ONGOING NEEDS:
Liquid Laundry Detergent

Bleach
Mr. Clean

Cat and Dog Bowls
Paper Towels

Cat and Dog Toys

MONETaRy DONaTIONS aRE alwayS appREcIaTED 
By MaIl: Animal Refugee Response
  11767 Candy Lane
  Lower Lake, CA 95457
ONlINE: animalrefugee.org/donate
By pHONE: 707/330-3747
100% of monetary donations are used directly for the care and 
vet costs of animals from lake and contra costa counties.
Ask about setting up an automatic monthly donation.
Upon request, a gift card acknowledging your donation will be 
sent to the person of your choice, in honor of, in memory of, 
or other. Choose cat or dog image. 
Donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
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           ARR residents, Grandpa, a large and confident 17 year old cat,
 and, Phoenix, who survived life-threatening burns as a young puppy.

In the name of
Franci Claudon

by 
Heather Clark

In Honor of
Annie

by
Sue Flagg

Also see our Wish List 
on Amazon.com

Celebrating
Hazel

with love,
Diane Porter

In memory
of cat lover, Billie 
Gomez and her 

cat Frankie

Give Them the 
Chance to Shine: 
The Rule of 3
When bringing a new animal into your 
life, sometimes, unintentionally, unreal 
expectations put upon that animal to 
be the perfect pet as soon as it enters 
our home. But like you or I, the animal 
will most likely be nervous and anxious 
with the new situation. Although they 
want to be good, they will most likely 
not know how to do that in their new 
surroundings. Patience, communica-
tion and a regular routine are key to 
making it work for both your animal 
and you.

Please remember “The Rule of 3” 
when integrating a new animal into 
your household: It takes 3 days for an 
adopted animal to decompress, 
3 weeks for that animal to start 
learning the routine, and 3 months 
for the animal to start to feel at 
home. You play a big role in their 
success. Reassure them. Teach them. 
Believe in them and they will shine. 

Receiving by Giving
Our volunteers work hard meeting the indi-
vidual needs of the animals in our care. They 
work with scared, depressed abandoned and 
surrendered new arrivals. They work with 
disabled and elderly animals who will be with 
us for the rest of their lives. They work with 
desperate injured and sick animals, and they 
work with helpless orphaned babies. There 
are the physical needs, like food, warmth and 
vet care, and there are emotional needs, like 
love, happiness and confidence. There is so 
much need, every hour of every day, it seems 
like it would be draining. But in fact, it is quite 
the opposite. Working with these animals in 
need is very fulfilling. The connection experi-
enced stays with you. It is beyond words.

For
Gerry Johansson 

from 
Christine Johansson

In honor of 
Hazel and Diane

by 
Cheryl Jenke

Essentially blind, and born with-
out formed rear feet, Pierre was 
dumped in a locked carrier



Recent
Adoptions

Mastiff pups
Rescued by fire-
fighters way out on 
Morgan Valley Rd, 
these two huge 9 
weeks old Mastiff 
puppies were adopt-
ed by the Jimenez’s 

to join their tight-knit family.

Tuesday
Sarah adopted one 
of seven very smart 
Heeler pups or-
phaned when they 
were a few weeks 
old. Tuesday has 

bi-color eyes and a soulful personality. 
She is so happy with her new family.

Loafie
Handsome Loafie, 
a very large pastel 
orange colored 6 
month old kitten was 
chosen by Makayla to 
be her best buddy. He 
is loving his new home, and growing 
even more!

Jasper
Jennifer fell in love 
with Jasper, a 3-year 
old black Dachshund 
mix, and just couldn’t 
put him down. Jas-
per, who had been 

looking for a loving home for quite 
a while could not believe his good 
fortune!

Matisse
Beautiful Matisse, a 
blue-eyed Calico/Sia-
mese mix kitten with 
very unique mark-
ings was adopted by 
Steve for his daugh-
ter. Matisse has found her forever 
home and just can’t stop purring all 
day and night.

porsche 
& cali
Jasmine 
adopted a 
pair of sweet 
kittens named 

Porsche and Cali. The new kittens 
have quickly filled her home with 
love and purrs.

Noodles
The Lopez family 
decided to adopt 
a very beloved cat 
named Noodles. 
This is a wonderful 
home for this spe-

cial cat as one of the children of the 
family plans to become a vet. 

Diamond
Ashley saw a 
sweet little chihua-
hua named Dia-
mond and decided, 
with her husband’s 
blessing to bring 
her home. The little dog has never 
felt so loved!

More
Adoptions

winky & Dinky
The Galvan family 
adopted a pair of 
bonded sisters so 
they could stay to-
gether for the rest of 
their lives. It was a 
thoughtful decision 
and such a loving thing to do.

Tux
Partial to Tuxedo 
cats all her life, Bree-
ana adopted Tux, a 
small Tuxedo with a 
big personality to be 
her special friend for-

ever. Tux is enjoying his new home 
immensely.

Eight Cool Black Kittens
Social, affectionate, intelligent and arguably genetically superi-
or, black cats are among the most under-appreciated domestic 
animals. This kitten season, of the many, many litters of orphan 
kittens we took in, almost every one had at least one black cat, 
and some litters were all black. And we have found homes for 
all of our orphans...all except for eight beautiful black kittens. 
So, if you are looking for a special feline friend, consider com-
ing to meet these wonderful young cats. They are now between 
4 and 6 months old, and looking for someone to love forever.

PetSmart
Adoptions 
in Full Swing

Sammy Before & After

Every Saturday, Animal Refugee 
Response is doing dog and cat 
adoptions at Petsmart in Va-
caville. Our animals have been 
met with an enthusiastic re-
sponse! In the past few weeks, 
we have placed 26 animals in 
loving homes! Volunteers from 
both ARR and Animal Coalition 
of Lake County have joined to 
make these adoption events an 
enjoyable experience for the 
dogs and cats and the visitors. 
We hope you will stop by. We 
are there each Saturday from 
11 am - 4 pm.

Curled into a ball at Contra Costa Animal Services, Sammy’s 
coat was so completely matted that his face disappeared into 
the overgrowth and tangles. It is doubtful that the two year old 
terrier/poodle ever had a hair cut. It had to be painful. But look 
at him now! Sammy has become a happy and playful boy since 
he came to ARR. Even his ears are no longer weighed down. 
Sammy is ready for a loving, stable and permanent home.

Cory and Chase 
adopted Luna, a 
beautiful Heeler mix 
in 2019, and have 
been dedicated to 
bringing out the best 
in the shy puppy. 
Recently Luna took 
part in the wedding 
of Cory and Chase, 
even posing in the 
wedding photos. She 
met a lot of people at 
the event and did so 
well. Cory and Chase 
are very proud of 
Luna, and so happy 
to have her as a part 
of their family.

Laurie adopted Jax, 
a wire-haired terrier 
as a young puppy in 
2018. The two have 
become inseparable. 
And when Laurie 
took in a commu-
nity cat who was 
sick, it affected both 
she and Jax deeply 
when that cat passed 
away. To help ease 
the pain of their loss, 
Laurie reached out 
to ARR and adopted 
a kitten to join their 
family. She named 
her Grace. Jax has 
totally accepted her.

Part of the Family

luna Mercedes Jax & Grace
In 2019, Annette and 
Paul adopted Mer-
cedes, a beautiful jet 
black shepherd who 
endured prolonged 
neglect in her previ-
ous life. Mercedes 
and Annette have 
become best friends, 
and Mercedes is now 
living her life as a 
part of a loving family 
for the first time. She 
is experiencing new 
things, like the beach 
and sleeping inside, 
and she has even 
made friends with 
Willie, the family cat.

Valentines Event to
Feature ARR Dogs
Dogs from Animal Refugee 
Response have been invited 
back to make an appearance 
at the upcoming ACLC Valen-
tine’s Event. Our volunteers are 
planning a special love-themed 
show that is sure to be a treat 
for the audience.

The event will be held on Fri-
day, February 14 at 6 pm at 
the Highland Senior Center in 
Clearlake. For tickets, call (707) 
995-0552. Proceeds from the 
event will benefit the spay/neu-
ter programs of Animal Coalition 
of Lake County.


