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Your support makes it possible

MOST URGENT NEEDS:
Canned Cat Food
Canned Dog Food
Potty Pads
Dog Harnesses - small sizes
Clumping Cat Litter
Paper Towels

ONGOING NEEDS:
Liquid Laundry Detergent
Bleach
Mr. Clean
Cat and Dog Bowls
Cat and Dog Toys
Fleece Blankets

MONETARY DONATIONS ARE ALWAYS APPRECIATED
BY MAIL:
Animal Refugee Response
		
11767 Candy Lane
		
Lower Lake, CA 95457
ONLINE:
animalrefugee.org/donate
BY PHONE:
707/330-3747
100% of monetary donations are used directly for the care and
vet costs of animals from Lake and Contra Costa Counties.
Ask about setting up an automatic monthly donation.
Upon request, a gift card acknowledging your donation will be
sent to the person of your choice, in honor of, in memory of,
or other. Choose cat or dog image.
Donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.
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ARR residents, Grandpa, a large and confident 18 year old cat,
and, Phoenix, who survived life-threatening burns as a young puppy.
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Last Printed
Newsletter

Newsletter of Animal Refugee Response

For almost a decade, we have been
blessed to have the world’s best printer
on our Board, and in the ARR family.
Vince generously donated the printing cost of our newsletter. When he
passed away, his brother took the reins
of the company, but recently the company permanently closed along with
Vince’s legacy.
Now, in order to continue to publish our
award-winning newsletter, we have to
shift gears. Although we believe that
there is no substitute for receiving our
newsletter in your mailbox, and holding
it in your hands while you read it, the
cost of printing and postage is just too
much to justify without significant and
ongoing funding dedicated to outreach
and communication.
So, beginning with the next issue, we
will be publishing our newsletter on our
website, on social media, and to our
supporters by email. We hope you will
continue to stay informed
about our animal rescue
efforts and share our
mission and ideals with
others supportive of
the NO-KILL philosophy,
and who believe that each
of us can make a difference in the lives of the
vulnerable animals who
live among us.
To make sure you
continue to get our newsletter, just email us at
blythe@animalrefugee.org.
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Seeing Beyond the Mask
Throughout these times of
necessary social distancing and
face coverings, we have been
amazed at the ability of the
animals to see beyond the mask.
With all but our eyes hidden from
their view, it would seem difficult
for an animal to feel safe meeting
a person for the first time. But
much to our surprise, the opposite has been true.
It seems that our eyes say a lot

to the animals. Whether they
identify us as gentle, caring,
joyful people, or someone who
honestly need a friend, somehow
the animals are able to recognize these things just by looking
into our eyes. Combined with a
gentle voice, and relaxed body
language, the animals are able
to fill in the picture of a face that
they cannot see, and a person
they do not know. We should all
take a lesson from them.

Popeye the Brave
One of our smallest residents, five pound Popeye came
out for his afternoon walk one sunny day, following the
perimeter of the yard as was his routine, without a leash,
just his caretaker following behind him.
Once his route was complete, he was ready to go back
inside. Just then his caretaker caught sight of a very
large rat snake crossing Popeye’s path, so large it took
her breath away.
Even though he was the perfect size meal, brave little
Popeye kept his stride and quickly jumped over the
snake and skipped up the stairs to safety.
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Recent
Adoptions
Reggie

Wanda fell in love
with Reggie, a
mini Schnauzer
who really missed
being the dog of
the house. Now not
only does he have
Wanda, he also has two cats and a
beautiful yard that he loves.

Blaze

Although adoption
prospects for senior
cats are few, Blaze
caught the eye of Eleanor and she adopted the 12 year old cat.
Blaze is now living the
good life that he always deserved.

Cappuchino

Sweet Cappuchino,
a lovely tiger striped
Min Pin found love
with Debra who
thought she was the
most beautiful dog in
the world. The two now take naps in
Debra’s easy chair together.

Una

Beautiful Una lost her
eye as a small kitten
and was overlooked
for quite a while due
to her missing eye,
and because she is a
black cat. But now the lucky girl has
been adopted by the Hebding family!

Tom

Fearful and misunderstood, Tom was with
us quite a while until
Denise came along
and changed Tom’s
mind about trusting
people. Now he loves
belly rubs and sitting on the couch
with Denise.
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COVID-19 Adoptions
One of the unexpected phenomenons that has emerged
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
and the associated shelter in
place is that interest in adopting,
especially dogs, has increased
dramatically. Often
there are more than
one hundred inquiries on a single dog
within 24 hours of
its posting.
There seems to
be a longing to
connect, if not with
people, with an animal. In many ways
this is a wonderful
thing. First of all the
more dogs who are adopted,
the more dogs in need who can
be rescued. Also, with people at
home more there is an excellent

opportunity for bonding between
person and dog.
But there is also a big concern.
What happens when everyone goes back to work? Will
these dogs end
up surrendered to
a shelter again? I
pray that this will
not happen, and
I screen for this
during the adoption
process, but these
are strange times
for sure. I really
hope that in addition to the many
people who have
tragically lost their
battle with this virus, that dogs
adopted during this time do not
end up becoming victims as
well.

THANK YOU!

Animal Refugee Response is extremely grateful for the generosity
of the Petfinder Foundation and Pedigree Foundation for their support of the continued efforts our organization on behalf of animals
in need during the pandemic.
We received a generous operations grant from Petfinder Foundation, the philanthropic arm of the
Petfinder Adoption platform to use
for pet food and veterinary care
during the Shelter in Place.
We received a generous grant
from The Pedigree Foundation for
the purposes of continuity of our
efforts during the COVID-19 crisis,
including veterinary needs, pet
food and animal care.
The giving spirit of these foundations has helped us continue to
provide a high quality of life for countless animals during this time
of crisis when donations are way down, volunteering is way down,
and animals in need are way up. We appreciate their efforts to
support homeless animals and organizations like ours who are
dedicated to saving the lives of homeless animals.

ARR Finds Homes for 32 Dogs
from Contra Costa Animal Services
Dogs that find themselves at Animal Control
with “behavior issues” or medical/age issues,
are often the ones left behind when offered
for adoption or rescue. Their time is limited.

In a partnership with Contra Costa Animal
Services, Animal Refugee Response takes
these dogs and works with them until they
are ready for adoption. Many of them just need to be held and talked
to. Others need a home-like routine. And some, of course need
medical care. It takes a lot of time and effort, but we are proud to
say that we have found homes for 32 of these dogs so far.

Potato on Social Media
Potato, a young tabby and white cat was adopted by Evelyn
and Sue from ARR last year. He has a
wonderful life! With the help of his new
family, Potato has perfected his natural
skill at retrieving toys, taking as much
joy in this activity as a dog! He adores
his new family and is the perfect balance
of affectionate and independent. Potato
is a very special cat indeed. So much
that Evelyn and Sue feel that he should
be the poster cat for the joy of rescue
animals. So, they set him up a Facebook
Page to share the adventures of their exceptional cat!

Together for Life

Franky and Georgie were adopted together as small puppies.
But when the couple who adopted them became overwhelmed
and brought them
back two months
later. Because they
were older, we were
worried that they
would have limited
opportunities for
adoption. Also they
had become shy,
exhibiting signs of
being bonded to each other, at
the expense of interacting with
people.
The dogs each received over

150 inquiries in two days. But
one inquiry stood out. It was
from the Weiss family who wanted to keep the brothers together.
When they came
to meet Franky
and Georgie, the
boys were immediately drawn to the
family’s children.
After taking treats
from their hands,
they had a relaxed
family walk, and then the dogs
were ready to go home with the
family. And the family was ready
adopt them for life, keeping the
brothers together forever.

More
Adoptions
Gloria

Little Gloria was a
shy young cat, but
would approach if
called by name. Now
she is living with
Charlotte and enjoying her new person very much, even
when she is not called by name.

Carrot

Elizabeth came
to meet Carrot, a
handsome red dog
with preferred to be
the only dog of the
house. He is loving life with his new
friends, and having his own home.

Angel &
Bingo

Susan chose to
adopt two very shy
little black dogs
who had come in
together. Once
home, they quickly came out of their
shells with their new house mates.

Jackson

Aimee adopted a young
Mastiff puppy
who weighed
as much as
her five year
old child! The family is doing absolutely great with their new puppy.

Shasta

The Wallace family waited patiently for their new
puppy to be ready
to go home. They
named her Shasta and she is a very happy addition
to the family.
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